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By the Immortal BE N. 


Had you for a ſervant, once, Dick BRot 
And you perform da ſervant's faithful parts: 
Nov you are got into a nearer room 
Of fellowſhip, profeſſing my old arts, 
And you do do them well, with good applause, 
Which you have juſtly gained from the ſtage, 
y obſervation of those comick las, 
Which L, your maſter, firſt did teach the age. 
oulearn'd well: and for it ſerv'd your time, 
A prentiſhip ; which few do now a-days. 
ow each court hobby-horse will wince in rhime; 
Both learned-and unlearned, all write plays. 
was not ſo of old: men took up trades | 
That knew the cratts they had been bred in, right; 
n honeſt Bilbo-ſmith would make good blades, 
And the phyſician make men ſpue or ſh— : 
he cobler kept him to hisawl; but now 
He'll be a pilot, ſcarce can guide a plough. 


| Made and ſpoken by Jo. Hains, 
F any here this prologue dare cry down, 
Henceforth Pll not allow one wit ith? town + 
s houſes hauuted with ill ſpirits, are | 
lll noiſe and lies, ſuch is our theatre; 
talk of wits, the devil a wit is here. 
herefore to let you know 
hat wit is not, Ithinł can't be amiſs, 
r no man here, I'm ſure, knows what it is. 
Firſt then 13 | 
it is no ſcarf upon thantaſtick hips, 
oy an affected cringe, Ca Prone the lips; 
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PROLOGUE. 
*Tis not Igad, O lard, 


or let me die, 


Noris it damme ſon of a whore ye lie; 


Iis not to tell hom lewd you were laſt night, 
What watches, wenches, widows felt your ſpight; 


Nor is it an abuſive epilogue, 


Nor being drunk, and cry more wine you dog. 
*Tis not that pert, dull nonſense, e'ry da | 
Ye teaxe the gallery nymphs with, 3 teach play, 
Like weavers with unlawful engines come, 

And manage twenty ſhuttles with one loom; 


bl 


IWhilſt honeſt labourers that uſe but one, 
For want of work lie ſtill and are undone: 
*Tis not your ſcholar, traveller or mathematician, 
Poet nor player, and faith tis nophylician, 


Mere I now clapt, I were in a ſine condition. 2 '] 


"Tis none of theſe that ſingly wit can be, 


But all in one man meeting's wit; that's me. 
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Sir Philip Luckleſs, 


MEN. 
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Mr. Tridewell, Kinſman to Sir Philip, 
Sir Paul 3 Juſtices. 


Mr. Bulfinch, 

Mr. Widgin, a Cockny, Bro to the 
City Widow, A154 
Capt. Anvil, a cowardly Aly, T 7 
Mr. Nonſenſe, | 28 TY 84 
Pate, Sir Philip's Man, , 

Beavis, Mrs. Trainmell's N 8382 


Hod ye, the Widow's Gentleman- uſher, 


Clerk to Sir Paal, 


Vex'em, a Conſtable, 
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ACT 1 SCENE TL 

A Enter Sir Philip Luckleſs, and Tridewell. | 
i. UT beseech you, fir, take me ſomewhat nearer 

: your council. May Jaſſure my ſelf, that this re- 
2 port gocs true; that you are on this treaty ot 
Marriage with that widow? 
uc. Faith, couſin, I take it as my fortune; and am ful- 
bent on the adventure. 8 
ri. Troth in my mind, you had better venture your ſelf 
your fortune to the Bermudas. Tis true ſhe has a good 
Mate: ſome nine thousand pound, I think, and were an apt 
ch for one that knew how to govern it, and her; ſome 
ad- bred citizen, crafty lawyer, or country juſtice, But 
Naa tender nuſling of the court, altogether unmixt with 
Ih nature of education, to caſt your ſelf upon her, who 
her years might be your mother they ſay: I never ſaw 
. and has been the town widow these three years, ſtill 
versant with doctors, and proctors of the civil law; of 
ich tribe her husband was too. Never look to be the 
rer for her riches: ſhe'll consume yours and you too, 
Mugh your back were Herculean; and lay you in your grave, 
n Bedlan (my life on't) before ſhe dreams o dying, tho? 
Peall that you can hope, or pray for, after marriage. 
Tuc. You ſpeak, fir, out of i ſome unfortune example, and 
rr extraordinary care of me. But the truth is, all diſ- 
oon comes too late; and all urgings againſt it are now 
baritable: for we are already man and wife. 
* | A 3 | Ti 
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7 Tri. What, married! 


can endure no jeſt. 


marriage, ſhe was made a Fitchow: her husband was tie 
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Luc. Luſtily promis d fir. Absolutely contracted. 
Ji. Send you joy; I'll outof town. 1 
Luc. J hope you'll ſee our marriage, I ſent indeed to bid vou, 
Tri. No, good Sir Philip, rather than 1 would be in ſound 
of a bell that ſhould ring at it, I would have my brains fur 
out with the clapper. 
Luc. Nay, good couſin, I intend you my principal gueſt 
we'll have all very privateʒnot above four or five friends more 
Tri. Sir, Iintend to be none of your mourners, which in 1 


deed my presence there would make me; and ſo, rab p 


infect the reſt. Ileave my beſt wiſhes with you, and wi dy 
endeavour to pray for you. Indeed I will. [Going 
Luc. Indeed this is very abrupt. 
Enter Anvil, Widgin. _ 
Anv. Mr. Tridewell ! well met. Why ſo faſt, ſir, 1 tool} 
you for a toot- poſt. + £ 


Y 4 


Tri. A foot-poſt! indeed your fine wit will poſt you int! 1 4 
another world one of these days, if it take not the whipping # 
poſt i th way And why foot- poſt, in 4 little witty ay Wet 

prehenſions? 1 
Anv. Because you went on ſo faſt. But ſince you are an Rer. 
gry, | would you were going twice as faſt, If | ws „ 


you, hang me, d'ye hear? 5 
Tri. Nay, I know youare apt to decline any man's ange | 

good Captain Anvil: you have been beaten to't. 3 
IWid. Why, if he have, he may thank ſuch as you are, t 


Tri. What are you there too? Mr. Widgin, I take it? 
Wid. My name is Walter Widgin, fir, not to be deniet '2 
the only brother here of Sir Philip  Luckleſ; betroth'd. She i 
a Widgin born, ſir, and of the beſt family: our anceſtors fie 
out of Holland into Lincolnſhire, to preyent persecution. 3 rai 
Tri. From Crowland,T warrant you, a little before a moi part 
ting time. 2» 4 DWT 
lid. Like enough, fir. My ſiſter can tell you. Since, f "Mop 
nd 
the civil lawyer; he was called the great canonier of thee 
vil law ; because he could discharge, or make report of er hre 
ry canon therein; canon after canon, or canon upon canol 
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2 A Neſt of Fools. 2 
It his fingers ends, as readily as can tell these pieces. 
7 [ Pulls out gold. 
ri. A fair demonſtration ! | 
ou, id. He had many rare parts in him beſides, fir, as my 
und ter can tell you. | | 
lip Tri. This fellow can't chuse but have a rare ſiſter : he 
Quotes her ſo. | 
eſt id. But all the good I can ſpeak of him is, that he left 
ore ny ſiſter rich, or at leaſt a reasonable eſtate; half a ſcore 
in housand pounds or ſo: which ſhe, with her ſelf, beſtows 
ap: pon this honourable knight, Sir Philip Luckleſs, to be a la- 
wy of that name, and God gi' him joy. And for you, being 
inn is kinsman, I ſhall defire your nearer acquaintance. 
X Tr.. In good time, fir. | 
X 7. The match was not altogether her own ſeeking, ſir; 
oo ho ſhe refus'd two aldermen for him, on my own know- 
edge. c 
int Thi Might ſhe a had em both, far ? 5 
ing Wid. Yes, and half a ſcore aldermen's fellows to boot; 
ap pet refus' d all for him. 
Ji. Indeed, ſix yoke of ſuch cattel, would plow up all his 
am Mcres in a forenoon. | 
up 


id. My ſiſter can tell you more, fir. 
Tri. Still ſne is his authority. I will ſee this woman. Aſide. 


90% ir Philip, here are gueſts will applaud your match; bid em 


eſts as all the wits, fits, and fancies about the town ; and has 


0 1 darts beyond the ſeas. He was dry nurse (that's one of his 
pwn jeſts upon himself) to the Engliſh youth, a dozen years 
gogether beyond ſeas: and now he is my governour, and I 


1 


"Free years hence, my ſelf. * the mean time, he ſhall ſpend 
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4 The Northern Laſs: Or, 3 


a hundred a year out of Wat Widgin's purse. Sha't I faith ga 
governour, what ail'ſt thou? art thou not right? no! 
Anv, 1 ſhall find a time to right my ſelf, 1 doubt not. 
Tuc. But, will you travel at these years, Mr. Widgin? 
Wid. Will you not call me brother? two days hence, when 
you have married my ſiſter, youmuſt. Muſthe not, governour? 7 
Anv. Yes, an't please him. | = 7 
IWid. He ails ſomething. | | x 7 
Luc. Well then, brother two days hence, will you travel? per 
Mid. Yes, ſome two years hence, miſtake me not. I ſha. 


know I am but young yet: beſides, I mean to marry firſt, as it: 


other young heirs do. And then towry lowry, faith, my ran 
noble governour, and I! *twill be brave going into France # I 


then: I may learn half their faſhions before 1 go, and bate and 


ſo much of being taught when 1 come there, What's the tha 
matter, governour ? thou wert not wont to be thus, Is thy or 
money all gone? here's five pieces to buy pumps againſt my lou 
ſiſter's wedding. N 5 | | 

Anv. Have I eyes and ears, and can I think of triffing 
money matters? 5 | 1 


Wid. Pox on't, I juſt now forgot. That ſcurvy ſurly gen- ſoi 
tleman, anger'd him e'er while, and put him out of patience. 
How the hot foam of his rage boils out at his mouth: if I nes 
durſt go ſo near the heat of him, I would skim the pot. My. 

Anv. If I try not this Tridewell, put him to the deareſt 


tryal of his life 


Wid. Ay there tis; he will never come to himself till ge 
beat, Or be beaten. e FAG 1 : 3 | 
Auv. Let me have these knock'd out, these pull'd off, n 
these pluck'd out, and these ſaw d ofklI „ 

Wid. I muſt venture on him. Nay governour, prithee 
ee | —_— 

Anu. The time and place you mean. Think you he durſt 
have done it, but in his kinsman's house; he, and the mul- 
titude of his ſervants present. „„ 

Wid. Ay, we know how many arm'd men are in the net 
room. Hark, governour. | EG —_ 

Luc. What things are these! I ſhall marry intoa fine ſtockk! 
how untimely ſome conſiderations fall into my mind! my 
coulin's counsel, which hath ever been oraculouſly good 
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3 A Neſt of Fools. 5 
h a gainſt which I violently bear my {elf, to mix my blood a- 
mongſt a race of fools. Had these thoughts been mine but 
one day paſt, they had prevented all that may prove dange- 
rous, in this ſo great and doubt ful undertaking. : 
n Jy Enter Pate to Luckleſs, Widgin, Anvil. 
1? Pa. Sir, there's a gentlewoman would ſpeak with you. 
Z Luc, Who is it? do you know her? | 
pa. I never ſaw her before, fir. | askt her name; but I 
? Wperceiv'd ſome displeaſure in her looks (whether it were 
ame, grief, or anger | know not) that made her conceal 
sit: only telling me ſhe was a woman very hurtleſs, and war- 
5 rantable againſt your fear. 5 


Wid. 1 warrant tis my ſiſter. She frown'd, did ſhe not, 
and look d fightingly ? it ſhe did, tis my ſiſter, your wife 
that ſhall be. She will look ſo at you, I can tell you, or me, 
or my governour, for all he is a captain. She fears no co- 
Jours, I faith; to tell you true, ſhe beat him once for a jeſt 
he broke upon her Monkey. Is it not ſhe, think ſt thou? 
Pa. No, fir, it is not ſhe. J know my lady that ſhall be. 
Wiid. My lady that ſhall be: how ſweetly it chimes. Here's 
ſlomething for that word. | | Gives money. 
XZ Luc. Go bring her up. Good brother Widgin fly into the 
next room, with your governour. I'll wait on you present- 


C 


y 


s. Ex. Pate, 
t Wid. Ny lach! and brother Widgin! I muſt admire, 
Dur houſe is raisd by this, two ſtories higher. 
e Exe. Wid. Any, 

Luc. There's no recalling time; and vows of this high 
„ nature are no trifles. | 


Enter Mrs. Trainwell. 
Tra, Sir, I ſuppose you are Sir Philip Luckleſs? 
Luc, J am the man, lady. 3 
Tra. And you are ſhortly to marry a city widow, one Mrs. 
Fenn © | 
Luc. Moſt true. | | 
ua. For whose dear ſake you purchas'd a four hundred 
pound knighthood, to go a wooing in: out of which ſhe is 
to give nine thousand pounds for a ladyſhip for term of life, 
Luc. What mean you madam? : 


Tra. 
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Ira. Sir, not to ſcold or brawl, a vice too frequent in our 
ſex. But in few words (and civil ones) to make you ſenſible 
alittle of that infinite injury, you have done to one, whose 
unvaluable portion of virtue makes her fit, beſides the right 
ſhe has already in you, to take a bride's place, before your 
later choice, or any ſhe, whose wealth might weigh down 
hers. You ſtand as if you knew not who I mean, 

Luc, Nor what neither. Sure my name'sabus'd. 
Tra. Pray ſir, bethink your ſelf. Has there not been a for- 
mer contract made betwixt you and ſome other? 
Luc. No. Nor any faithful promise neither. 
Tra. That I may well believe, when you forget it. 
Luc. I pray ſpeak nearer to my underſtanding: whom 
may you ſuggeſt to be the woman ſo much forgotten? 
Tra. If you have ſoul, or ſense, you muſt remember her: 
Luc. No? Ira. Read then her name ſubscrib'd to that. 
FL Luckleſs reads. | 
Tf pity, love, or thought of I, 
Live in your breaſt I need not die. 
But if all thoſe from thence'be fled; 
Live you to know that I amdead. Conſtance, 
Farewel, good Conſtance, I am ſorry I have no further need 
of thee. | | 
Tra. Do you know that name, fir ? 
Luc. Yes, lady, ſo well, that I am ſorry, that a gentlewo- 


manof your good ſeeming ſhould have to do for ſo light a 
piece of yanity. Leave going on the devil's errands: his 


Kingdom's large enough, and too much peopled already. 
Tra. Pray ſir, are you in ſober earneſt? | 
Luc. Ay, good faitham I. 


Conſtance had a baſtard Yother day too. What a mischie- 7 
vous ma has this ſhe-canibal that gapes for me! one that 


I have paid at all times too, here's one, there's t'other, and 
now ſhe hears Iam towards marriage pretends a claim to 


me. And what a miniſter ſhe has procur'd! a devil in 


Tra. You are unhappy then. For you fhall lose, in this 
disdain of yours, more honour than your life time in repen- 
tance can recover. So fare you well, ſir. 5 

Luc. Fare wel old whiskin. Slid I'll marry out o'the way ; 7 
tis time I think: I ſhall be ta en up for whore's meat elſe. 
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#2: moſt lady like apparition. It had been wellto have pump'd 


0 her. Is ſne gone? ; 
6e Pa. Who, ſir, the gentlewoman ? I put her in her coach, 
Luc. Her coach! coaches muſt needs be common, when 
'r thbeir carriages are ſo. By this light, Oliver, a bawd; a very 
n © bawd. Where's my brother Widgin, and his governour, 
Anvil? they are wholsomer company of the two, yet. Ex. 
P . A bawd! bleſs my maſter's wits. But the beſt is if 
be be mad, there's that at hand will tame him, or any man: 
a4 fine cooler call'd marriage, to take his batchelor's button a 
huole lower! can it be poſſible? ſhe might ha been mother of 
the maids, as well, to my ſeeming; or a matron, to have 
1 train'd up the beſt lady's daughters in the county. Here 
comes her man again, 5 . 
. = Enter Beavis, to Pate. 


- = Be. Is Sir Philip Luckleſs i the house ſtill, fir ? 

Pa. Are you the cock-bawd to the hen was here, e're 
= while, ſir. 

> Be. Are you mad, or are you drunk, fir ? 

Pa. Come you to bargain for a punk, ſir? faith where's 
the meeting? where's the ſupper ? at the Bridgeſoot, or 
the Ca. Or where is it? | | 
Be. Nay then ſir, tho' your maſter beallow'd to measure 
his manners by his pleasure, here, on his own yard; I'llbe 
bold to pull you out on'c by the ears, and beat you into bet- 


0 


: ter faſhion. 3 [ Pulls him by the ears, 
3 Ta. Hold, hold. Pray hold a little, far, Icry your mercy, 


I might be miſtaken. i ſee thou art a good fellow, | have 
half a dozen for thee faith, sſoot what big words and ter- 
rible actions he has! is this the bavvd's language? pray par- 
don me, ſir: I have been over-watch'd of late, and knew 
neither place, person, nor what ] ſaid at this inſtant. $ 
Be. Indeed? | 

| Pa. Ay, fir. Tis an infirmity Iam much troubled with- 
al; a kind of a—— between ſleeping and waking —- [ 
know not what to call it. I would give twenty pound to 


5 | 3 be cur'd on't. I pray take it not ill, fir, I use any man ſo, 
when the fits on me, till they thoroughly wake me. 
Be. What, as I did now, by the ears? are you come to 
= yourſ{elfenough yet? Or ſhalll help you farther, fir? 

; Pa. 
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Pa. No, tis very well now, I thank you, fir. Alas! I 7 
put my maſter to the pains, twice or thrice a week, I aſſure 7 
you to my grief, ; 
Be. A very ſtrange disease! how might you get it? 3 
Pa. Faith 1 fell into it firſt, with a conceit I took for- 
over-buying a bargain of drink, Your buſineſs with my 
maſter, fir? I pray. EE = 
Be. Only to {peak with him, for the gentiewoman who 
was here e'now. | TT 
Pa. I ſhall acquaint him with it. 
Be. I ſhall be your ſervant. | 
Pa. I pray, pardon my error. 9 
Be. And you my boldneſs. [Ex. 
Pa. Oh! not fo, fir. Well, maſter pimp, I have a plot 
upon your employment, as bravely as you carry it. I know 7 
he is a bawd, by his out- facing; and I do humble and diſ- 3 
guise my manhood, to work on him by policy: and if! 
do not put a fine {lur upon him for all his bravado's, then 
Oliver Prate has no brains; nor is there any difference be- 
twixta ierving-man and a pimp. [Ex. Enter Beavis. 
Be. What a trim- tram trick is this? the maſter and the 
man both brain- craz d]; as the one us d me, fo did the other 
my miſtreſs. But I have brought this into a kind of civil 
ſense again. Do we look like ba ds? there is ſome ſtrange 
ground for this miſtaking. I am ſure ſhe has ever been 
reputed a vertuous lady and has now the government, and 
bringing-up a virgin of a moſt hopeful goodneſs. And, I 
think, I know my ſelt; and dare beat any man into a better 
conſtruction of my quality. Enter Pate. = 
Fa. Now wit, ant be thy will! (Aſide) Sir, my maſter 
deſires to be excus d; for he is with ſome friends on private 
buſineſs, concerning his marriage, which is to be to mor- 
rowy: but ſays, if it please you to meet him in the evening, 
between four and five, in the great palace, and conduct hin 
to the gentlewomen, he will attend her with his beſt ſervice. 
Be. Between four and five, in the palace. But how ſhall 
I know him? I never ſaw him 
Pa. As I wiſh'd. (Aſide.) But you may eaſily. He is of 
a comely ſtature; and will be in a red cloak, and a white 
. feather, Beſides, I'll wait on him. =_ 
Be, I thank you, fir, Pa. 
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1 1 A Neſt of Fools. 8 9 

re Pa. Fare you well, fir. Good Foiſt, | ſhall make a whisk- 

In of you now, and, for nothing too. I have been a little 
pold with my maſter's name in this anſwer; the knowledge 

or of which he is not guilty of. I ſaw how he ſhitted her 

1y off; therefore l will tarther be bold both with his name and 
per ſon, which I will put upon a friend in ſtore, My ſpecial 

% friend, captain Avi/, a notable leacherous tup; he has been 
at me for a bit out of my maſter's flock, any time these 
three weeks; Ill pleasure him with her for ready money, 
I know tis ſome caſt ſtuff, that my maſter has done with- 
al; and let him take what follows. | Ex. 

= Enter Fitchow, Rowd'ye, with ink and paper. 

t Fit, Well, fir; and what ſaid Mr. Luckleſs ? 

Ho. Sir Philip you mean, forsooth. DS 

Fit. The very fame, fir; but! begin to call him now, 

1 

n 


as I muſt call him hereafter. Ladies do not cali their hus- 
bands as they are, knights; as Sir Philip, Sir Timothy, or 
ir Gregory. Did you ever hear my Lady Squelch call her 
husband Sir Paul? No, but Mr.Squelch. Indeed all others 
muſt fir them by their chriſtian names. becauſe they are 
r knights, and to be known from other men; only their 
1 Fown wives muſt maſter them, by their ſirnames, because 
they are ladies, and will not know them from other men. 
But to our buſineſs. What ſaid he to you? 
Ho. His worſhip, foreſooth 
Fit. Nay, what ſaid you to him firſt? I love to hear things 
In order. | 
Ho. I ſaid as you bad me, foresooth. | 
Fit. As ] bad you, Clotpoll, what was that? ſhall I ever 
mould thee into a gentleman-uſher, think'ſt thou, that 
ſtand'ſt ſo? come forward, fir, and repeat. 
„Ho. My miſtreſs commends her beſt love unto your wor- 
_ Whip; and deſires to know how your worſhip came home 
Raſt night, and how your worſhip has reſted, and how your 
worſhip does this morning? ſhe hopes the beſt of your wor- 
ip's health; and would be glad to ſee your worſhip, at your 
orſhip's belt leisure. | 
= Fir. This was very well; word for word, as I inſtructed. 
ut did you worſhip him ſo much? 
Ho. Yes truly, and he commended me for it; and faid, 


„ ˖ͤ W Une gp TY 


I fhew'd my breeding. Fit. 


liberty to go on all my vitits; and though my knight's occa- 
ſions be never ſo urgent, and mine of no moment, to take I | 5 


10 The Northern Laſs: Or, 


Fit. Now; fir, his answer in his own words. 

Ho. Quoth h& | thank thy miſtreſs, and I thank ther 
Prithee commend my fervice to her, and tell her, my wor. 
ſhipcame home in my worſhip's coach; my worſhip tool 

very good reſt in my worſnip's bed; my worſhip has ver 
little to do this morning, and will ſee herat my worthip: 
leisure. Fir. Did he ſay ſo? 

Ho. *Twaseither ſo, or ſo much, I am ſure. But he dd 
not make me repeat, as you did, till I had conn'd it by heart 
Fit. Well Howd'ye, get you down. And do you ben 
Howd'ye? if Sir Paul Squelch come, bring him up. 1 

Ho. I will, forsooth, miſtreſs. 

Fit, I bad you learn to call me madam, 

Ho. I ſhall, forsooth, ma-dam. "= 

Fit. You ſhall, forsooth, madam. Tis but a day tot wi 1 
I hope one may be a lady one day before her time. | 

Ho. A day too ſoon, I doubt, in this forward age. re: 

Fit. In the mean time, let me ſtudy my remembrance 
for after- marriage. = 

Imprimis: To have the whole ſway of the house, and a 
domeſtical affairs; as of accounts of houſhold charges, pla bY 
cing and displacing of all ſervants in general; to have fre? 


F 
a 
0 


from him the command of his coach; to be in ſpecial fe? 
with his beſt-truſted ſervant; not to let one live with him 1 T 
that will notbetray all his counsels to me. To ſtudy and 70 Wy 
ctise the art of jealousy; to feign anger, melancholy, o FE 
ſickneſs, to the life. These are arts that women muſt be well 
eee in, e're they can attain wisdom; and ought to be 1 
the only ſtudy of a widow, from the deathof her firſt hu 5 = 
band to the ſecond ; from the ſecond to the third, matters on 
deeper moment; from the third to the fourth, deeper yet: 7 1 
and fo proportionably to the ſeventh, if ſhe be ſo long bleſt 
with life: but of these | may find time hereafter to confide! 
in order as they fall. Beſides, in all, to be lingulari inour wil 4 E 
to reign, govern, ordain laws and break em; make qua- 
rels and maintain them ; profeſs truths, devise falſhoods, 
Foy obedience, but ſtud y nothing more than to make oui I 


usbands ſo; controul, controvert, contradict, and be con- 
00 


7 A Neft of Fools. 
Far y to all conformity: to which end, we muſt be ſure to be 
md always with trick and praise of the deceased; and 
*@rry the inventory of our goods, and the groſs ſum of our 
"wry perpetually in our months. Then does a husband 
Ackle the ſpleen of a woman. when ſhe can anger him to 
ease him, chide him to kiſs him, mad him to humble him, 
"make him ſtiff- neck d to ſupple him, and hard- hearted to 
"break him; to ſet him up, and take him down, and up again, 
and down again, as often as we liſt, 

by Enter Howd'ye. 


Ho. An'tplease your ladyſhip. 

Fit. Well faid again. | 
Ho. One Mr. Tridewell,a gentleman, deſires to ſpeak with 
Pur ladyſhip, from Sir Philip. 

Fit. Tridewell! O it is Sir Philip's kinsman. I have heard 
m ſpeak much good of him, and intreated me to give him 
pod respect; which were enough to marr his entertain- 


n 
N 


Nove as ill. Bring him up, Homd ye. 


5 Ho. Iwill, madam Exit. 
Fit. Ay, that was very well. This homd ye do I mean with 


ake Wits, but for his proportionable talent of wit and manners. 


18 Enter Tridewell to Fitchow. 
Tri. If Ican yet redeem him, he is happy. By your leave, 
My: may my boldneſs prove pardonable ? | | 
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vel Fit Sir, the nameof him, you come from, is warrant {uf- 
f ient to make you weleome here: all that is here being his. 


Tri. Is this ſhe, trow ? 
1s 
5 of 


'F Fit. I underſtand you come from Sir Philip Luckleſs. 
Iiri. Tis true, I brought his name thus far to enter me to 
Pur presence. But here I ſnake it off, as I would do his re- 


Nembrance; but that I know him too well. 
„, Fit. Too well, fir, how mean you? | 


; 16 ⁰— Tri. Too well, indeed lady; but in the ill part. I know 


* 


od, m asa ſuitor. 


1 Fit. Right ſir. And him only. 


* 
| 
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Ho. Madam. Fit. Ay marry, now ſay 'ſt thou well. 


- Ment, had I not another purpose of mine own, that may 


Im to be no equal match for you. Yet I hear you receive 
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Find the content, the quiet mind youliv'din, 


- The free command of all you had beneath you, 


| Where you ſhall faintly draw a tedious life, 


You'll feel your heart ſtabb d through with many a woe, | 


Moves you to make this ſtrong diſſuaſion? 


Jo ſeek to croſs him, in ſo great a hope, 


12 The Northern Laſs : Or, 
Tri. It is not gone ſo far I hope. + il 
Fit. Beſhrew me, but it is; and farther too fir. He hath 


4 2 

2 1 
* 7 
1 
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both woo'd and won me. | = 
Tri. Beſhrew your fortune then. And if my counsel, 
The friendlieſt counſel ere you hearkened to, Be 


Stop not your. ventrous foot from one ſtep further, 
(For now you are upon the brink of danger) 
You fall into a ſea of endleſs ſorrows, 

Fit. This is pretty! _ | 

Tri. Look back into your elf; read o'er your ſtory, 


FW 8 


ae. 


The wealth, the peace, the pleasure you enjoy'd ; 
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And tobe commanded by none above you. 
Now glance your eye on this fide, on the yoke 
You bring your neck to, laden down withcares. 


And every ſtep encounter with new ſtrife. 4 
Then, when you groan beneath your burd'nous charge, 
And wearily chance to revert a look * 
Upon the price you gave for this fad thraldom, 


Of which one dies not while a thousand grow. 
All will be then too late : now is the time, 
Now rings the warning bell unto your breaſt : 
Where if you can but entertaina thought, 
That tells you how youare beset withdanger, 
Lou are ſecure; exclude it, you are loſt. Wy 
Fit. Pray fir, deal freely with me. What respect 


Is it your care of me? or love of him? 1 
Tri. A N ae the woman is not brainleſs. Ai 
Love of him, lady ? if this can be love, I 


As your enjoying: being all the means 

Or poſſibility he has to live on; 

If it be to love him, to let you know 

How lewd and diſſolute of lite he is, 

By which his tortunes being ſunk, he is grown 
The ſcorn of his acquaintance, his friends trouble, 


A Neſt of Fools, 13 
ns the common borrower of the town. 
eentleman lights not a tobaccopipe, . 2 
t with his borrowing letters (the's not movd) ¶QAſide. 
d if you put him off a fortnight longer, 2 
ll be laid up tor monies he took up | HH 
buy his knighthood ; beſides his deep engagements 
"Þ eoldſmith, filkman, taylor, millener, 
I mpſtreſs, ſhoemaker, ſadler, vintner, tapſter, 
Ill ſtirs her not, ſhe ſtands as it prepar d 5 
hear as much of truth and bear with it.) [Aſid?, 
Nen of all trades, and occupations, | 
om his mercer downwards to his waterman, 
ve ventur'd the laſt ſixpence on his credit; 
d all but wait to pay themselves from you. 
"Abd I may well imagine how twould grieve 
woman of your wealth to disburse all, 
Y fave a knight out of his ward i'th' counter; 
d lack withal his company at home, 
ile he frequents youthful ſociety, 

make more charge for nurseries abroad: 
r I have heard him ſay you are old; and that 

is your wealth he marries, and not you. 
this be love to him, that Idiscover 
Me means to ſave you, to be his undoing, 
t no man take a Hon 's help in his wooing. | 
it. And how this ſhould proceed from care of me, 

ls not into my underſtanding, fir. > 

vi. Conſiderlady—— Fit. Sir J have conſider d 
ore, and in your ſpeech, and ſince; and cannot 
all that can be ſaid remove a thought. 
od him not for words: nor will Iuse 
ords againſt yours: twere poor expreſſion 

love to boaſt it. Tis enough I know it. 
daſtersof love, how can we lovers call, 
hen moſt of ſuch, love one, no more than all. 2 
Tri. Sure, I was much miſtaken in this woman, ¶Aſide, 
Fit. Nor would I have you to expect arailing, 5 
d ſay you basely wrong the gentleman, 

ay ſo common, common women useit. 
bt this, fir, I will ay, DO to blame, it 


4) 
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If I ſhould think your love to him wereleſs, ul 
Than the great care of me you ſeem to urge, Wall 
As you pretend it is. 5 „ 
Tri. She will discover me. LA h. 
Fit. Youare his kinsman nearly; and reputed, . 
By his own mouth, his beſt of chosen friends; Shame 
My ſelf an utter ſtranger, one from whom DI 
You never had, or can expect leaſt good. un 
And why you ſhould, for a respect ſo contrary, at d 
Call my poor wit in queſtion, to believe you, .. 
Is moſt unconscionable. 55 ri. 
Tri. Methinks I ſtand pl 
Like a false witneſs gainſt another's life, Thou; 
Ready to take his puniſhment. | | (4/4vir 
Fit. Nor will I think you meant to ſeek, Mule 
Croſſing his match, to make it for your ſelf: .. 
Both for my own unworthineſs; and your "Fo. 
Depraving him being no poſſible way i. 


To make me think the better of your worth. _ is 
Tri. Can this be ſhe? how ſtrangely am I taken; [Aid 
Fit. But I forgive, and charitably think Vi. 
All this brought no ill purpose; pretty pageantry, ro 
Which may "nt mong our marriage mirth, 
Fill up a ſcene, for now I'll take no notice, 1 
Indeed I will not: you may go, if you please, | . 
And tell your cuz how hainouſly I take it. Fra 
Tri. If thou haſt mercy,love,keep't from my heart! Af 
Will't please you hear me? | But 
Fit. Sir, I haveenough, 
And crave but leave to ſpeak this little to you, 
Which ſhall dy heaven be uncontrol'd as fate. 
If I ſhall find him bad, I'll blame my fortune: 
Never repent, or thank you for your counsel. 
If I ſhall find him good; and all this false, 
Which you ſo violently urg'd againſt him; 
I u love him ne er the more, nor you the worſe: 
For Jam not ſo poor, nor weakly ſpirited, 
That ſhould all friends to whom my faith is bound, 
Say on their knowledge, that all this were true, 
Aud that one hour's protraction of our marriage 
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RA 1d make't appear ; thatI would give allowance 


LI 3 

"Tb N 

2 
5 


17 


Mull their bugbear reaſons, to defer 
t hour the uniting of our hands: because 


ri. What have I done? the curſe of over- weening brains, 


3. 


_ "CR. 


That do in things, concern them not, too much. [4/ide, 


488 

Muld beat at once againſt it. 

. Sir, how d'ye ? 3 Enter Homd ye. 
M | 0. Madam. : Fi . Not you, far . 
i. I would I had not ſeen her, at leaſt not heard her, 

ſo contrary to all opinion. | [ Aſide. 

, e. You are not well, fir. 

i. They ſaid ſhe was old, unhandſome and uncivil, 

Frgward, and full of womaniſh diſtemper. 

She's _ of these, but oppoſite in all. IA. 

e. Sir. | 5 8 | 

i. My witty purpoſe was to ſave my friend 

n ſuch a hazard; and to loath her fo, 

We it I might make her loathſome to his fancy; 

me my ſelf am fall'n into that hazard; 

Nveong my friend; to burn in lawleſs love; DE, 

ah, oh that prayers of penance, may remove. [Aſide. 

Fiz. You are not going, fir? | | 

gi. 1 beg your pardon); I dare not look upon you— [ Ex, 

. Gone in a dream! well, I perceive this jugling. 

Ws train was only to explore the ſtrength 

my affection to my luckleſs knight. 


* 


For which, if both their cunnings I not fit 


Leit me be call d the barren-wife of wit. 
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ACT. 
| | Enter Fitchow. = | 
Fit. | E ſtrangeneſs of this gentleman's action wit 
not out of my mind yet. Sir Philip could no 
but have a hand in it. Does he repent his bargain alread m 
and deſire to be quit with loſs of his earneſt? tis but , A 


faith-and troth. 1 
Enter Widgin, Anvil. = 
IWid. Siſter, where are you ? my governor and I a 


come to wait upon you in Sir Philip Luckleſs's coach. 


waits at the door for you; and what to do, think you? Wo 


Fit. I cannot tell. Perhaps to invite me forth into a 9 


air of Hidepark or Marybone; or else — 


id. Or else me, no or elſes, ſiſter, you cannot Nen i 
_ was a fool to ask you the queſtion, now [ think on _ 
t. That was well remembered, brother. ' 
2 Siſter, you are to be a lady within this half bouff 2 
Your knight is ready, ſo is the par ſon too. My governo 


here knows. * 36 


Anv. Yes lady; and that he entreats you to bear wii 
the ſuddenneſs of the occaſion, which he proteſts deep 24 


urges him to be married preſently ; deſir ing you not to tro! 8 


ble your ſelf in examination of his reaſons: for upon ll 
honeſty and honour, the end of it is for good to you. botiihi 
Come, ſweet madam (now I am bold to give you your dif 
title) your knight is ready preſt on his adventures (d'ye hea =. . 
and 'tis only you, that he ſeeks to encounter. & 
IWid. There's a jeſt now: but ſhe underſtands it not. 10 
makes her an infidel, a wild beaſt or a monſter, by the won 
encounter; what do knights advent'rers encounter cle 
look all the Mirror over, Hell encounter her. O the v 


of a governor! L 


Anv. Tis as J ſay, madam, (d'ye hear) the good iſ 
come on him. 

id. Ever at the tail of his d'ye hear, Iam ſure to ſr 
a jeſt: the fit's come on him. 

Wid. This ſudden importunity confirms my form 
doubt: he thinks his ſcare- crow will make me keep 


now; but he 1 is cozen'd, Well ſir, he ſhall find me obedſ 
e 3 


4 Neſt of Fool. 17 


1 t to his hand. I am in all prepar'd to meet his purpoſes; 
*Wough, brother, 1 had thought to've had conference this 
—Porning with Sir Paul Squelch touching a match for you. 
mid. For me, ſiſter ! ha' you found out a wife for me? 
= you? pray ſpeak, ha' fou? | 
i:. Anda good match too, brother; Sir Paul's neice : 
"2 whom he, being childleſs, means to beſtow a large 
gowry. 

wh By my faith, and he may do't. He is rich, gover- 
r; oneof the beſt ten-i'th-hundred-men about this crown. 
it. He is a right good man. Within there. | Enter Howd. 
Flap, your fellow, bring my fan and mask. [ Ex.How. 
sv. Is he bounteous and liberal, ha? does he make large 
pers and lend money. D' ye hear? is he good at that? 
Vid. Nay, there you miſtake, governor. A good man 
o city is not call'd after his good deeds, but the known 


NO. eight of his purſe. One, whose name any uſurer can 
d without ſpectacles; one that can take up more withtwo 


gers and a thumb upon the exchange, than the great man 
court, can lift with both his hands: one that is good only 
iches, and wears nothing rich about him but the gout 
a thumb ring with his grandſire's ſheep-mark, or gra- 
ms butter-print on't, to ſeal bags, acquittances and 
P nterparts. Anv. A butter- print! 


N Enter Maid, Howd'ye, with mas and fan. 
1 Wid. Aye, twere a cunning herald could find better arms 
if ſome of em: tho? have heard Sir Paul Squelch proteſt 


wasa gentleman, and might quarter a coat by his wiyes 
2; yet I know he was but a graſier when he left the coun- 
and my lord his father whiſtled to a team of horſes 
ey were his own indeed.) But now he is right worſhip- 
and [ would I had his niece unfight and unſeen, I faith, 
ber money's fake. You never heard me ask if ſhe were 
or handſome, d'ye mark that, ſiſter? my father's rule 
* tht! and if I be nota true VWidgin (God forgi me) I think 
8 was none. 
Fi. But ſhe is very fair, brother, and very handſome - 
"WH theprettieſt innocent country thing withal. DoI want 
ching here? | 1 ” 
i. Ay, now you bring me to bed, ſiſter, 
4 e Naid. 
a | 
( 
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Maid. Your mask ſits well, forſooth. 
Fit. But where's my wimple, forſooth. 
Maid. Upon the cupboard's head, pray Humfrey ech 1 
[ Exit Howd'ji pl iy 
Wid. He lives not, that loves a country thing like m 
Alas, none loves a country thing like me. And thougi 
am a cockney, and was never further than Hammer ſmitl 
] have read the country-man's common- wealth; and cl 
diſcourse of ſoccage and tenure, free-hold, copy-holliM- 
lease, demeſnes, fee-timpleand fee-tail, plowing, hedging; 
diking, grubbing, occupying any country thing what ri 
ever; and take as much pleasure in't, as the beſt * a 
born of 'em all. J 
Fit. And ſhe is very young, not above fifteen, broth 3 
How this fellow ſays ! go you. . Mol | | 
nv. And that's a fafe age for a maid in the count 2 
pid. Pardon me, governour. I do hear and not |: 4 
thee at this time. *& 
Fit. And ſings, and ſpeaks ſo pretty northernly, they :A bo 
Anv. Is ſhe northern (d'ye hear) will ſhe not ſhrink | 
the wetting? 
Wid. Governour, I know thou ſpok' ſt a jeſt now, 
thy d'ye hear: but prithee forgive me; I cannot applai | 
nor mark thee at this time. 3 
Enter Howd'ye with a wimble. A 
Fiz. What makes you ſtay ſo? I fear you have been | 
mong my ſweet- meats. | 
How. She ſaid it was upon the cupboard; and it was ud 
der the cupboard. 5 
Fit. Is this my wimple ? do you bring carpenters tel 4 
to dreſs me withal? Enter Mai 
Maid. Here is your wimple, forſooth. Nu 
Fit. 1 ſhall teach you to know a difference between gen * 
tlewomens geer and carpenters tools. I ſhall. 
Wid. Nay, ſhe is ſo vex d now)! dear ſiſter, to the cou 
try laſs again. You faid, ſhe ſpoke and ſung northern 
I have a great many ſouthern ſongs already. But — 
air nips it dead. York, York, for my money. 
Fit. Yes, * ſhe is northern, and ſpeaks fo : ia 
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A Neſt of Fools. © 19 
has ever liv'd in the country, till this laſt week, her 
lle ſent for her up to make her his child, out of the 
| SWoprick of Durham. | 

via. Biſhop, nor biſhoprick ſhall hold her from me. 
ritt. And, brother 


ug! 1 wid. Siſter, no more, tho' I have never ſeen her No 
my Moprick i'th' land from me ſhall win her. If you will go, 
0 


d clap hands with your knight, come; I would ſee you 
o gatch'd firſt; because that will add ſome honour to the 
agins, when my {elf ſhall be brother to a lady. I ſhall 
ati grite firſt of that name. And then am I no ſooner married, 
| vernour, but we will ſet our travels a- foot; to know 
Puntries and nations, ſects and tations, men and manners, 
guage and behaviour. | 
Aud ſo in height of compliment grow compleat ; 
More goes to making of a man, than meat. ( Exeunt. 
Enter Trainwell, Conſtance. 


Train. Pray tell me; and tell me truly. What is the moſt 

s paſt between you? if it be the main loſs of your maiden- 
/ 4d, it ſhall ne er go farther: therefore let me know it. 
g Con. As Ilive, miftreſs Trainwell, all that cer he had o 


Ne was but a kiſs. But I mun tell ye, I wiſh'd it a thoo- 
nd, thoosand tell him. | 
Train. How often have you ſeen him? 
Con. Feath, but that bare eance nother, and your ſeln 
Pereby too. Trow ye that I'd not tell ye and*twere maer. 
y my conscience, Mrs. Trainwell, Ilee not. 
Pain. That once that I aw him with you, your uncle 
as there too, in the orchard, but laſt ak; 
Con. Vary true, mine uncle was than by too. And he 
rougnht Sir Philip to fee his orchard. And what did he then 
o, trow you, but tuke me thus by th haund, and thus he 
Huſt me; he ſed I were a deaft laſs; but there he fein d. 
ut for my life I could not but think, he war the likeſt mon 
Phat I had ſeen with mineeyne; and could not devaise the 
hing I had, might be unbeggen by him. Then by and by 
"5 we walk d, he ask d mine uncle, gin he would give him 
Nee ta make a lady tull him. And, by my trouth, miſtreſs 
L inwell, Ile not, I blufh'd and luk d upon him as I would 
ea hed it ſo: mine uncle ſaid yes, and Sir Philip ſnuke my 
| B 4 haund, 
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20 The Northern Laſs; Or, 


baund, and gude feath my heart joy d at it. God gin the 
prieſt had been by. But] thought all ſure enough; and 
would not ha ſold my part for the Spaniſh laidies jointure. 
But ſtreight anon mine uncle and he fell on other talk, of 
lords and ladies, and many fond like things, I mindednot: 
for 11s weel ſure, this keept me waiting ere ſine. And God 
pardon me what I mis-thought every hour th? neet. 
Train. How have you made me wrong this gentleman, 
to challenge him as if he had been your due, upon this idle 
compliment? when J underſtood the meſſage, I presum d 
(for ſo your words did eſtimate to me) you Pa been ſure, 
as faſt as faith could bind you, man and wife. Where was 
my discretion ? now I perceive this was but common 
courtſhip; and no aſſurance of a marriage promise. 


Con. 1 wot not what he meant. But 1 is weel ſure, II 


ne'er be {ure to ony man but he. And it he love me not as 
weel, God pardon him; for I meant him none ill. 
Tram. I know not how to counsel or comfort you, until 
I hear him ſpeak. My man tells me, he appointed him to 
meet, and bring him to you about this hour. Poor heart, 
Ipity thee. Before thou come to halt my years thou wilt 
torget to love halt fotruly, _ ' [Enter Beavis. 
Bea. Miſtreſs. Tra. O, are you come? where's the knight? 
Bea. He ſtays below, and will'd me to come up firſt to 


make his paſſage clear and ſecure. Tra. That was discretion. 


Bea. Rather fear, | think: for heask'd me if the house 
were not much haunted with roarers or ſwaggerers, 
ſwords and piſtols ; whether there were not an aſſurance- 


office tor it upon the Exchange, as if his life were upon ha- 


zard ? whether a man might come on without loſs of cre- 
dit, and off without need of a ſurgeon; much odd talk he 
delivers, that in my conceit betrays, at once, both a lascivi- 


ous and cowardly dispoſition; and in my underſtanding, 


cannot be ſo generous, or nobly ſpirited, as he is reported. 


Do what you will. Train, | ſuspect ſomething. 


Con. Will he not come, Mrs. Trainwell? | 
Train. Yes, ſweet-heart; but go you to your chamber, 
and let me have a word before you ſee him. Go call him 


in. Do ſo, ſweet-heart. I'll not be ſong. 


Con. Vildooughtyou bid me, God gin I ſaw him eance. 


Ex. Con. | | Enter 


1 


3 


GD G. ese. 


A Neſt of Fools. 21 


„ Enter Anvil, Beavis. ” 
Av. A place of fair promiſing! how have I liv'd that 


never discover'd this place before? this place royal? but 


ſought my recreation in by-lanes and fluttſh corners, un- 
favery allies and ditch fides? when here the whole house is 
perfum'd: an earl might think it his own lodging; ladies 
might come to ſee pictures, and not bluſh to go in or out 
een e, - 5 | 
Bea. Sir, will you ſpeak to my miſtreſs. The man is 
transported ſure! _ „„ EC, 
Anv. Tunderſtand, thy office leads thee no further; thy 
pains are abroad and below ſtairs. Here honeſt Fizch; look 
thee, here's the poor price of a new pair of ſhoes; takeit, 
Descend, execute thy duty. | | | 
Tram, Bleſs me! this is another man. More abuse yet. 
Anv. Now gentlewoman to you. What tees belong to 
, key? Come, where's the bed? where's the party? 
ere's the man, here's the money. Chink, chink, you old 


gameſter, do ſt hear ? here's half a piece to buy thee com- 


plection, ſack or brandy. What thou lik'ft. 
Train. What are you, fir, | pray? 
Anv. Faith, one that's a little ill given at this time. 
Where's the piece? here are the pieces, | tell thee, _ 
Train. What pieces, ſir? if you can imagine what you 


are; where you are, what you would have, or where you 


would be? I pray tell me, tir? I'll do the beſt I can to ſatis- 
fy you. O' my discretion will I, ſir. 

Anv. Give me but a little ſpace to wonder at thy ſtrange 
demands, and I will tell thee, good Diſcretion. f I ſhould 


purchase a broken coxcomb, or bruis d ribs now, for mis- 


taking another man's habit, the ſmart were only mine. 
The villain ſwore to me, his maſter was ſent for; and that 
his maſter ſwore this was a bavyd to his choice whore, new- 
ly entertain'd ; and that ſhe knew not him, and might well 
miſtake me for him. On which presumption I have wa- 
ded thus far: and if I ſtick in the mud, or be driven back by 


a tempeſt, I am armd. Tis not the firſt time I have been 


weather-beaten, or dry- beaten. [ Aſide.) D'ye hear? 
_ Train, Sir. | 

Anv, You do not know me? or, atleaſt, not remember 
m7 „„ N Train. 
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ty? and know you not the man? 


your better welcome. O horrible indignity! but if por-# 


common creatures that ſell their honeſties. 


Be. Miſtreſs, there's a gentleman, one Mr. Tridewell, that 


22 | The Northern Laſs : Or, 


Train. If I err therein, fir, Thope your pardon. For as 4 5 
you ſhall reveal your ſelf, I ſhall either repent me of my 
oblivion, oraccuseyou of unadvisedneſs. == - 

Anv. She ſpeaks like the wife of an orator, that could 
dictate her husband's ſpeeches! were not you this morning 
at Sir Philip Luckleſs's lodging? ſpoke not you with him? 


ſent you not for him afterwards to repair hither to the par. 


7 
Train. O infinite abuse! [ Aſide.] Sir, I crave your mer- 


1 
#58 


cy. I hope you will pardon my weak- ſightedneſs. The 


7 
4+, ! 
2 
* 
Wa 
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World's bad, and e love to deal ſecurely. Could not your 


worſhip make your ſelf known ſooner ? please you to en- 
tertain your ſelf here a while, I will inſtantly provide for 


In 
2 
We. 
* 


ters and cudgels may be had for money, and I fit you not, 
let me lose my discretion. Iam furniſhed with blankets 
already. * | I Ex. 
Anv. I will inftantly provide for your better welcome! 
will you ſo? twill paſs: and by this light I think for my 
maſter- jeſt. Iwill recover my charges, and gain over and 
above for three returns more with the bare repitition of it 
out of one man's purse, the Widgin. My jeſts are his nu- 
triment; and my wit is his own, he pays ſo duly for it. If 
the wench be but pleaſing now, to my expectation, my fe- 
licity is crown'd. [. Trainwell returns with Conſtance. 
Train. O child, we are undone. f 
Con. Marry, God ſhield Mrs. Trainwe!l. Is he geane? 
muſt I not ſee him? 5 4 
Train. Alas, it is not he, but ſome villain ſent by him to 
vexand ſpite you; one persuades himself, we are of those 


Con. Heaven bliſſe us, and give us leave to dee firſt, Can 
he be ſo unkaind, to ſcorn me ſo? wea's me. 
Train. He is ſo diſnonourable. But TI will fit his uader>| 2 
taker, hat e er he be. Look you, is that he, think you! _ 
Con. O weel a nee Mrs. Trainwell! Sir Philip is the likeſt 7 
man that &er you ſaw aw days of your life. This lozel 
dow not. Nor would he ſend him. So trim a man can- 
not have ſike bad purpose. [ Enter Beavis. 


ſayz 


: 'A Neſt of Fools. 23 
„ s be is Sir Philip's kinsman, will by al means ſpeak with 


Ja. Sweet-heart, can you diſſemble your ſorrow witha 
14 ſong, to paſs a little time ? I'll down and ſift out the ſubtil- 
ty of this deceit. | 
5 Av. There is no government under the ſun, like the 
volitick government of a bawdy-house. | 
1 SONG. Set by Mr. William Crofts. 
= A bonny northern lad | 
„ As ever walkt the ſtreets of Endenborough town 
Or wore 4 ſilken plad, 
Or dagger by his ſide ; 
Forlorn and wretched _ | 
M 's caud disdain and killing frown, 
* on a bank was laid, ef 
Cloſe by the river Tweed. 
Ah cruel love, poor Jocky ery'd, 


| oy thou rob ſt my life ; 
25 Moggy —— and frowns, 
And will not be my wife. 
In vain the der nei pipe and ſmg, 
In vain too ſmiles the flowry ſpring, 
Since love can no more comfort bring, 
Sweet death come end the ſtrife. 
Av. Sweet prologuetotheenſuing interlude! Ent. Bea.] 
PDoſt hear me, honeſt fellow ? was this the parties voice ? 
Bea. Only hers upon my ſincerity, fir. 
uv. Excellent! She has rais'd my deſire abqve her notes. 
hy am TI thus raviſh'd, and yet delay'd? * 
Bea. Sir, for that my miſtreſs craves your pardon. Tis 
not her neglect, that works upon your patience; but the ne- 
ceſſity to r1d a troublesome lord or twoout of the house, be- 
fore the party can appear to you. But please you to obscure 
your {elf in this dark closet, while I convey them hence, 
and then, inſtantly, the top-gallant of pleasure, ſhall crown 
your main-maſt, ſhe ſays. 

Anv. O how her wit and care revives me: from hence- 
forth ſhe is my bawd for ever. My Diſcretion! but are they 
wholesome lords, Sirrah? ” | 

Bea. 'Tis no matter for any thing they did here, fir, I 
Varant you, In quickly, pray fir. Aw, 
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or beaſt, I'll do the fair office of a gentleman to right you. Mrut 


24 The Northern Laſs: Or, 


Anv. Muſt I be lock'd in? 
Bea. You cannot be ſafe elſe, fir. ” j 
Anv. The politick governmentof this common-wealth! 
; Enter Tridewell, Trainwell. 5 
Tri. Indeed, lady, I am ſo far from being in any plot here. 
in, that I proteſt it was meerly by his outhde, and that in 
the doubtfullight of the evening, that I could gueſs 'twas 
he. And had he beendeny'd I had gone well ſatisty d, it had 
been ſome other man. Which it it prove ſo, and his name be 
abus'd—or if it be he indeed, tho hitherto my moſt reſpected! 8 
couſin, that offers ſuch an outrage, as you deliver it to be 4 
I am ſo mucha friend to honeſty, that let me but ſee the man 


Indeed, lady, I will. 
Tra. Youproteſsnobly, fir. Firſt, will it please you to ſce Mor! 
this gentlewoman, ſo much the ſervant of your kinsman? 
what ſhe is, I have told you. Only I present her to your WF + 
Judgment, whether her outward ſeeming may deserve fuck WM;... 
ſcorn ? . 
Tri. Alas, fair lady, would they injure you? 5 I 

Con. Yea,feath, and ſcorn me too, ſir. Ill betide them. Wh.;.. 

But and you do help me, and ma Sir Philip loove me, God hat 

reward you. | 8 7 
Tri. And has your youth and beauty plac'd your love on 7 


| ? 
him! . 


Con. Gude feath, fir, I may not ſay how weel I love him: ; 
but were 1 one of neere ſamickle, feet cene have all. And 7 
yet he looves me not. | | 7 
; Tri. Indeed tis pitiful, Weep not, ſweet lady. He ſhall BW... 

ove ye. | 5 

| Con. Now God's benison light o ye for it. 8 
Tri. Shew me the mischief that hath abus'd us all. Can e) 
you conceal him longer ? | ram © 
Tra. In thus much, to conjure you by your manhood, to Mas 
do nothing that the law may queſtion, to your, or our dis- cloa 
advantage: we ſhall not need, for our own right, todo our yo 

ſelves misdeed. Therefore take this in hand (a ropes end.) 4 

Tri. You do inſtruct me well. Pray let me ſec him. mot 
| Anvil out of the cloſet. 
Anv. Oh for a large window, one of the laſt edition, to ¶ gen 


leap out with half my life or limbs. Con. 


A Neſt of Fools. > 25 


Con. Lo ye, lo ye, the worſt like man to Sir Philip, ye 
s in all your days. 
Ji. Mischievous devil! what magical madneſs conjur'd 


re · ou into this ſhape ? indeed I'll conjure you out on't. 
. X 42v. Oh hold: for heaven's ſake hold! Il confeſs. 
8 


Ii. Nay, indeed I'll beat you a little firſt, you'll confeſs 
e better. Twill come the eaſier from you. Tis a good 
reparative. | [ Beats him, 

Anv. Oh, oh! Ill confeſsany thing. 

Tri. No, fir, not any thing. But the truth, the truth, fir, 
= 4zv. The truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
ruth, fo help me | 
_ You would be {wearing now, would you? there's 
or that. | 

Anv, No, indeed, indeed, and indeed la, I will not, 

Tra. Good fir, no more. What may this poor thing be, 
hat brav'd it ſo but now. „ 

Tri. Fl! tell you, lady. The moſt notorious, base beaten 
ascal about the town. *T'were loſt breath to ſay more of 
im. He is as you ſee. Only his name is Anvil; and they 
hat know him not, call him captain. | 

Bea. Anvil, Pray, fir, let me try my blade on him too. 

Tri. Prithee do, to fave me a labour: for he is not half 
eaten yet. Beavis beats him. 

Anv. Oh, oh! ladies ſpeak for me. Ha' you no mercy? 

Tra. Hold. No more. . 

Tri. Well, fir, thank the ladies. Now, fir, put this lady's 
avour here in your pocket; and keep it there till I call for it. 

nd mark what ] ſay, if ever I find thee without this inſtru- 
ment, or the like, when! ſhall call for it, to beat thee (mark 
me) indeed I'll beat thee dead. And now to your examinati- 
Won. How got your rotten mutton - ſneep into this lyon's case? 
vas it by the owner's knowledge? was the maſter of these 
loaths privy to your undertaking ? ans wer, ſirrah, bona fide, 
1y or no 

Anv. No, upon my life; only his man abus d me for my 
money. | 

Tri. What presumption made you think ſo vilely of these 

gentlewomen ? TY | 


— s + @# 


Anv. 
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vas this morning married privately in a chamber, within 


—— 3 ̃ — 
— — —— — 


dined with them, athis lodging, where they will ſup too: 


vent not what may iſſue from it. 


is reported? 


26 The Northern Laſs : Or, 

Anv. Sir Philip's own words to his man, upon a letter 
this lady deliver'd to him this morning. — 

Tri. The error is found. Her name you ſay is Conſtance, 
which likewise is the name of a proſtituted ſtrumpet, with 
whom,'tis thought, the wantonneſs of his youth hath held 
former familiarity; and now it ſeems makes doubt, imagin- 
ing that letter to be hers that ſhe pretendsa claim to him. 

Anv. Right, fir: which he took ſo contemptuouſly that 
inſtantly he resolv'd to marry the widow, Mrs. Fitchow; and 


an hour after you ſaw him. 
Con. And Lundone then. 
Tri. And J, if it be ſo. | 3 
Anv. It is undoubtedly true. I ſaw them married, and 


but after ſupper they go to her house in the town to bed. 
Tri. Tis toul miſtaking, we ſhall all repent, if we pre- 


Tra. Alas, ſir, all will be too late. 5 
Tri. Will you but truſt my ſervice for your honour ? 
Tra. We will wait on you, fir. LY 
Tri. Then, ſr, for this time you ſhall be repriev d 
From further penance : riſe and be our guide. 
But keep your fear ſtill : for if all our art 
Miſcarry, thou art ſure to ſhare the ſmart, Ex. 
. ͤ Pate, Howdye. : 
Pa. Brother Humfrey, take my hand and word for thy in- 
ſtructions. I willacquaint thee with an old lady's uſher, in 
the Strand, that ſhall give thee thy gait, thy poſtures, thy lan- 
guage, thy habit,and thy whole charge in ſo plain a method, 
that thou ſhalt inſtantly ſtart up aspretty a gentleman-uſher, 
none disprais'd, as any between Temple-bar and Charing- 
Croſs; marry, tarther I cannot promise you. But prithee tell 
me. Is our lady of ſo hot a temper and ſtately carriage as ſhe 


Ho. O, ay, brother, She muſt command all, or all ſhall 
ſmoke for't. She did ſo in my old maſter's days J am ſure, 
And he glad of peace at that rate too. 
Pa. But how is ſhe to her ſervants? bountiful and free? 
Ho. Yes, bothof her voice and hands, 
| : pa. 


A Neſt of Fools. 7 
Pa. She will not ſtrike, will ſhe? Pos 

Ho. And ſhe could bite as well, the rankeſt jade that e er 
yas curried could not come near her. 

Pa. Heaven be good to us! ſhe ne er ſtruck thee, did ſhe ? 
Ho. Tis no matter for that. = 

Pa. Nay, brother, you know we have vow'd to beall 
e: the marriage hath united us. Prithee tell me. 

Ho. She broke me a tooth once with a death's head ring 
n her finger: it had like to ha coſt me my life! 't has been 
true Memento to me ever ſince; bobs o the lips, tweaks 
y the nose, cuffs o' the ear, and trenchers at my head in 
bundance. | 
Pa. Will ſhe throw too? 

Ho. Any thing ſhe can lift; and makes us pay for all ſhe 
reaks, though ſhe break our heads, or faces with it. Fan- 
andles, looking-glaſſes, or any thing. | 

Pa. We ſhall have a foul houſe on't I fear; but ſince it is 
oo late, fight dog, fight bear. I'll turn my maſter loose to 
o her. Here they come. By this light methinks they look 
s it they were fallen out already. 5 
nter Luckleſs, Fitchow, Maiting-woman, Widgin and 
Bulfinch. At the other door, Squelch, Nonſenſe and Beavis. 


ring my wiſhes of much joy. 

Luc. And not too late I hope, Sir Paul. We may yet 
arry them to bed with us. | 

Fit. You had been chiefly, fir, invited, had wenot ſtoln 


rhich in your absence, I intreated our worthy friend Mr, 
pprehenſion Bulfinch here. | | 
Squ. Mr. Bulfinch, I rejoice to meet you here directly. 
ook you, fir, Do you know this gentleman? ; 
Bul. Ves ſure, methinks l ſhould know him. But Iam 
ure I never ſaw him before. Ha | 

Squ. Have you forgot, Sir Hercules? 

Bul. J apprehend him to be Mr. Solomon Nonſenſe, fon and 


ornwal. It you be not he, fir, I am ſure it is you. I may 
de deceiv d, but I am certain tis he. 
Luc. He is doubttul, but yet he is ſure he knows him. 


'} What 


Squ. Though I were absent at the ceremony, I no- 


day from time, to have done a father's part at church, to 


cif to my right worthy friend, Sir Hercules Nonſenſe of 
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What a Bulfinch is this! ſure tis his language they call Bull 
ſpeaking, ._ N 
Non. You ſay very well, fir. And never credit me as you 
knew my father; I would be very ready, as you know how 
duty binds; for because it is a uſual thing in theſe days, deſi 
ring the love andfriendfhip,I proteſt and vow,fir,Iſhould 8 
Luc. Moſt perfect Nonſenſe ! This a finer youth thank 
rother. My wie's acquaintance are moſt anſwerable to hei 
kindred. | | | 
Squ. Tis not ſodirectly Mr. Bulfinch, and I have brought 
him to town I underſtand my niece is in your house 
my lady bride. Is ſheemploy'd in your chamber? | 
Fit. She is not here, fir, Is ſhe Howd'ye? 
Ho. Gertes, no, madam. 

Squ. How! Not here? ſirrah, what did yon tell me? 
Bea. What ſhallI ſay or do? I ſhall be hang'd directly. 
Squ. How was ſhe accompanied? 

Bea. By my miſtreſs, fir, and two gentlemen of her ac 
quaintance, hose names I know not. EO 

Squ. Knavery, viiiany and thievery ! I ſmell it rank. She's 
ſtoln, ſhe's gone directly. | 

Mid. *Tis indirectly, far, if ſhe be ſtoln. There yo 

word fails you. 1 
Squ. It ſhe be in the land I will recover her. I hope I ſhe 

find as much right in law, as a broker or joyner. | 
Fit. Good Sir Paul, I have not ſeen you thus diſtemper'd 

What afflicts you? „ 5 
Squ. Oh, Mrs. Fitchow, my neice, my neice. 

id. He's mad, I think. Sir, you forget my ſiſter is a lady i. 

Squ. She's loſt, ſhe's ſtoln, and all my joy is gone. M. 
niece, my Conſtance. Luc. Conſtance. 

Fit. Who, your young niece that came lately out of th 
country? 

Wid. My Country Thing, ſiſter, that you promis'd me? 

Squ. Promis'd you? I am abus d. I do ſuspect yol 
acceſſaries. Sir I have purpos'd and promis'd her to thi 
gentleman. And here] charge you to reſtore her me. 

Vid. Are you the man, fir, that muſt have her? 

Non. Never credit me, far, if I have her, or have her not 
to my knowledge, | | 

| 94s 
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2. Sir Philip, you are courteous and noble: as you 
continue ſo inthe opinion of honeſt men, let me have 
5 . 
uc. Sir Paul, upon my faith I am ignorant of any ſuch 
ong. And, for her part, ſhould ſhe fare amiſs, I ſhould 
er in her injury equally with your ſelf : for I proteſs to 
. I didlove the laſs ſo well; and at firft fight, that had I 
beenother wise allotted, and indeed contracted to her, 
m whom now there is no ſtarting, ſhe would have been 
= bride, if all my love and fortune might have won her. 
Fit. Had you ſpar'd this proteſtation, ſir, yoo might have 
embl'd your love to me the better. 
Luc. Diſſemble? Fit. Tis ſaid ſir. 
Va. By this hand my lady's jealous already. 
Ho. Bleſs us! what looks are these! 
qu. Sir, muſt take my leave, this is no time to trouble you. 
Luc. Nay, good ſir, ſtay, and ſhare in our ill banquet. 
rk, ſome friend I hope, Look firrah—— Muſich flouriſh. 
2 | | [Ex Pate. 
Fit. Some of your old companions have brought you a 
of mirth. But it they enter to make a tavern of my house, 
add a voice to their consort ſhall drown all their fidling. 
hat arethey? N | 
Pa. Some that come in gentle faſhion to present a mask, 
Fit. Lock up the doors, and keep them out. ¶ Ex. How d. 
Luc. Break them open and let them in—— [Ex. Pate. 
Fit. Shall I not be maſter of my own house??? 
Luc. Am not I the maſter of it and you [Ex. Luc. 
id. Nay, ſiſter Fit. Paſſion of my heart. 
Squ. Bull. Madam, madam. I 
Mid. You muſt allow of reasonable things. 
Bull. Be contented, Sir Philip is a noble gentleman, and 
ourtier, and, as | apprehend — _ C8 
id.] dare warrant you ſiſter these are of his friends, 
at come with their loves to congratulate his fortune. Speak 
aſter Nonſenſe. A ſpeech of yours would do't. | 
Non. Never credit me, but | forsooth am of that opini- 
that it is as it were. I proteſt and vow—— I ſhould be 
forry as any man ED | 
Mid. If this were to be put into latin now: which were 
e principal verb. 8 Fit. 


? 


FO 
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Fit. Mr. Nonſenſe, you have prevail'd. Youſee Iam content, 
Luc. But what I purpose, fate ſhall not prevent. 
Mid. Did | not tell you? Enter mask. 
Luc. More lights, and let them enter. Gentlemen take 
your places. Sir Paul to- niglit forget your ſorrow. So will! 
mine, though I renew't to-morrow. Come, fit, fit. Miſtreſs} 
please you. | 
Fit. You wrong your honour, fir your moſt humble 
| hand-maid. | b 
Wid. Brother, I told you always ſhe had haſty humours, 
and as unreasonable as heart can wiſh, but ſoon over. Now 
ſhe's as mild asany doveagain. | 

Luc, Then we are friends and ſhe's my doveagain. 

Mulicł. ; 

The maſquers enter. All in willow garlands. Four men. 

Four women. The two firſt pair are Tridwell and Conſtance, 
Anvil and Trainwell. | 
| A dance here. 
At the end of which, Tridwell and Conſtance whiſper with 
Anvil each of them giving him a folded paper. | 

Luc. Tis well perform'd. Now we would gladly know, 

to whom we owe our thanks. IS 

Anv. That I'll deliver to you. Mean while the reſt de- 

fire they may withdraw a while. | 

Luc. Light, and all fair respect be given unto them 

[ Exeunt all the maſquers but Anvil. 

Squ. The woman's voice had much in'tlike my niece. | 

Wid. Your niece, Sir Paul, ods me, I mult go ſee her. 

Luc. Nay, brother, give them all their free pleasures. By 
your leave you ſhall ſtay. | | 

Wid. Shall: ſhall I 2 I will then. 

Anv. Now to yourpatience I disclose my ſelf. 

Wid. Whoop! my governour! look ye ſiſter. Look ye 
Sir Philip. Did I not always tell you he was the rareſt wit i 
the world? this was his own invention I'll be hang'd else. 
Sweet governour, the conciet of the widow, and why thou 
weareſtit? _ | | 

Anv. My ſelf, only to make the number in the dance ſui- 
table. And ſo did all the reſt to fulfil the faſhion, only two ex- 


cepted, that were the leaders and ſubject of the dance. The 
| | one 
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dne your couſin Tridewell, who holds himself a loſt lover, 
that you madam,to whom his affection is whollydevoted, 
have made your {elf incapable of him, in being the lawful 
ight of another. This paper ſhews him more atlarge. 
Luc. Is't poſlibte! did he for that ſoearneſtly diſſuade me 
rom her this morning. 
Fit. I never ſaw him before this day, nor he me. These 
e tricks and ſtudied fooleries to abuse me 
[ Tears the paper. 


t. 


e 


Luc. Who was the other? | 
Anu. She was your fair niece, Sir Paul: the moſt discon- 
olate beauty that e er I ſaw, giving her {elf tor ever loſt un- 
o your love, Sir Philip, presuming you once promis'd her 
urriage, of which ſhe made a claim this morning by her 
ure, whom you revil'd by the name of bawd, calling fair 
onſtance whore, and to her more despite, haſtned your 
W ſooner by a day, than you before intended, with 
11s lady. | | 
Luc. Gee ! may thatname inall other women be ac- 
ursed beyond themselves. Hell it felt could not have va- 
our'd ſuch an error forth as l am loſt in. Conſtance why 
vas that name made hers, that faint-like maid's, when it 
rought to my mind a devil's, nay worse, a whore's? to 
vhom before twas given. | 
Bull. Sir Philip, and madam, you apprehend these things 
things done, when they are not things in deed, but as it 
ere ſhew and device, as by the ſequel you may at large 
pprehend. | Ts 
Squ. Tam of your mind maſter Bulfinch. And truſt me, 
am glad my niece was drawn into the witty conceit. For 
vhich with anew gown I' thank her. Enter Pate. 
Luc. Where is ſhe ? Iwill endure no longer till I fee her. 
Pa, The masgquers are all gone, fir. 
Luc. Gone, villain? | 
Pa. They took their coachesinſtantly,anddispers'dthem- 
vesby ſeveral ways. I had no commiſſion to ſtay them. 
Fit. Are you ſo ſenſible of her loſs? 
N [ Ex. Fit. with her ſervants. 
Squ. My niece might, notwithſtanding her loſt love, have 
gen me home in her coach. 55 
c G's | Luc. 


Sy 
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Luc. You ſhallhave mine, Sir Paul, and my company to 
far to ſee her; and whether their preservation were jeſt or 
earneſt, I will not reſt till I be ſatisfied; my coach. I'll make 
no ſtay ſweet-heart. She's gone. 

Wid. Excellent! the bride's ſtollen to bed. 

Squ. It ſhould beſo. I like the cuſtom well. 

Bull. For if you apprehend it rightly, it expreſſeth dut 
in the woman to lie prepar'd for him; and love in the man, 


not to be {lack to embrace that duty. 7 f 
Mid. A pretty moral! a woman's duty to lie down, and 5 
a man's love to get up. One may learn ſomething of these, 
odd fellowsevery day. = = 
Squ. Therefore no coach, no company noble knight 7 
Pursue your home occaſions, and gi'yejoy. "hk 
Luc. Nay, Sir Paul. I proteſt — Sre 


Squ. Not a word more of it directly. 

Wid. Take me with you, good Sir Paul, to ſee you 
niece. I find maſter Nonſenſe here very indifferent. And 
know 'twill be the greater joy to her, to match but into ti 
family of Sir Philip, of which I am half a pillar now. Beſides 
my ſiſter made me halt a promise ot her in good faith, m 
governour's my witneſs, and I have lov'd her ever ſince. 

Sgqu. But you never ſaw her face. fail 

id. No, but I'll be hang'd if I did not love her mask, bu © 
juſt now, though I cou'd not tell whose twas, nor which * 
was which. | Js - 
Sgqu. Good maſter Walter Midgin, this is no time of nig 1 


to dive into buſineſs of this depth It is neſtling time, Ita n 
it. How think you, maſter Bulfinch? 6 25 
Bul. Lapprehend it to be paſt twelve a- clock very near. + 
Squ. Therefore what your ſiſter hath promis d you, 
her per form, if ſhe can. Mean time this gentleman is nM _ 0 
| choice. Come maſter Nonſenſe, you have had a long time! 7 : 
ſlence. Maſter Bulfnch— [Exe 8 
ACT III. ora 
5 58 5 Enter Luckleſs. _ 5 
Luc. H A x has ſhe written here? it is the ſame hand ane 
} \ read in the morning. [realy © 


Jam not your counterfeit, or unchaſt Conſtance ; but thi 
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ly Conſtance, that truly loves you; and that will, if you live 
not for me, die for you. 
Oh that I could at any price or penance now redeem one 
ay! never was haſty match ſooner repented. 
| Enter Widgin, Anvil. 

14d. He's melancholy methinks. Slid my ſiſter may lie 
long enough languiſhing for a ladyſhip, if this fit hold him; 
for ſhe has 1t not really till he go to bed and dub her. 

Anv. Will you not go to bed, fir? we wait tor your points. 
Luc. I will. But is it time? brother, wank you would 
do me the tayour to enquire. | 
Wid, Ves I'll go and ſee, for the poſſet's fake — [Ex. 
Luc. Captain, deal fairly with me. By what means joyned 
ou with the ſociety? or how grew fo ſoon your truſt or 
great acquaintance with them? | 

Anv. Withoutoffence Il tell you. You know this mor- 
aing at yourlodging,there paſt ſome words betwixt me,and 
your ſullen Kinsman, Mr, ——piſh, Tridewell, and from him 
too much indeed for me, a profeſt ſoldier to hear: but the 
gel place protected him. Till after upon mature conſideration, 
I made after him for ſatisfaction, thus arm'd as you ſee. Pur- 
| poſing with this ropes- end to right me; and to maintain 

chat right with this ſword, which I thank Mars never yet 
pak fail'd me; as it bath been well manifeſted by the effuſion of 
much unworthy blood of my abusers, in France, Spain, Ita- 
ly, Poland, Hungary, all parts of Germany. | : 

Luc. Good captain travel not fo far in your relation: but 


= come homeagainto the buſineſs. 
Anv. I have us d it in ſome ſcore or two of ſea fights too 
„by the way. | | 
1 Luc. But to the matter, captain; where met you my couſin? 
5 Anv. The firſt ſight I recover d of him, was as he wag 
ech entring the house of the greaſy knight there, what d'yecall 
ooo him? Luc, Sir PaulSquelch? | 
Anv. Squelch, Ay, a pox ſquelch him. I waited a quarter 
of an hour at his door for your kinsman; and longer I would 
not had he been kinsman to the emperor, and my enemy; 
ng therefore in I went, and told Mr. Tridewell in his ear, my 


coming was to call him forth, to discharge the office of a 
n Lentleman with his ſword, in answering those wrongs 
Et | C 5: Where- 


* 
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wherewith I held my reputation wounded. Was it not well 

ha? could a poor gentleman ſay more? and that in civil t:8 
ſhion, very privately in respect of the company, not ſhew4 
ing any the leaſt diſtemper, in look or geſture; but the wo- 
man read presently in his countenance the whole matter 
and briefly, by their pretty persuaſion, I took ordinary fatis4 
faction of him. . | 5 

Luc. What was that captain? 

Anv. Why he confels'd he wrong d me, was ſorry for- 
and ſo forth. What ſhould we ſpeak more on't. This yo 
mult not ſpeak of neither. You muſt promise me that o 
your honour, as you deſire to hear what follows: I love no 
ripping up old ſores. _ 

Luc. Not a word l, captain, upon my word. What 
rascal's this; tothe point, good captain. 8 

Anv. Then thus, fir? 1 ſoon perceiv'd their drift, to ap 
pease and win me to their friendſhip was for my aſſiſtance 
and indeed to bear them out in this night's work, the mask, 
The whole plot of all which, was merely to ſow diflentior 
between you and your new. married lady, to work if they 
can a ſeparation, before carnal copulation. In which if the) 
can prevail, and that the diſlike continue between you to 
that height, that a divorce be required equally by the con- 
ſent of you both, your marriage then is fruſtrated, and you 
ſtand in ſtatu quo prius, d'ye hear, So your couſin Tridewel 
may lawfully pursue his hopes in your bride, whom he love 
as eagerly as the melancholy virgin dotes on you. 
Luc. But may this hold good in law, captain? 

*Anv. There's a canon for it, fir. If both parties agree to 
a divorce after marriage, ſo it be before copulation. 
Luc. Though the former part of his discourse, was a mol 
egregious lie, yet the laſt has ſome ſound of pleasure in it: 
which I may make use of. [Enter Trice. 

Tri. Come gi” me the inſtrument. Shall I never find thee 
any where, but thou wilt by juſt desert exact a beating fron 
me? haſt thou no conscience? wou'd'ſt thou have me lame 
my ſelf, or melt my grease upon thee, Come, fir, I have 
over-heard you all; give me the inſtrument, the inſtrumen 
1 fay, indeed I'll have it. So. Now fir. 
Luc. Nay, coulin, for the ſervice he hath done you 8 

5 | | night 
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ght, and love of me, pardon him this time. Beſides his 
Pharge is in the houſe, at whose charges he lives. You 
ill both ſhame and undo him. | 
Tri. Well fir, I ſhall for this time pardon you, and never 
eat you more, if before fir Philip here you will ſubſcribe 
this. *Tis nothing but a faithful proteſtation to do rea- 
dnable things as I ſhall appoint, and not to reveal what I 
Wall truſt you withal. 
Anv. It you will covenant on your part in defence of 
y reputation, to let me rail at you behind your back, I will 
bſcribe. ä | 
Tri. Take your pleaſure. I am content. Write ſir. 
what without a knave we cannot end; 
knave employ d does the office of a friend. 
Anv. Here, fir, and | deliver it as my deed. 
Tri. Here, and I deliver you thisagain to kcep. Indeed 
ou ſhall for performance of covenants. Enter Wid. 
Mid. Oh, fir, you are defeated. My fiſter hath fortified 
er lodging with locks, bolts, bars and barricados. 
Luc, To what end, brother? for what cause ? 
Anv.1 know not whetker it be discontent or wilfulneſs, 
at poſſeſſes her: but you are to have no entrance there to- 
ight. That ſhe has ſufficiently ſworn. 
Tri. Good. 
Luc. How! am I denied? to my wiſh. 
e Tri. Pray let me ſpeak with you, fir. | | 
Luc. At large you ſhall. For though it be my wedding 
ight, you ſhall be my bedfeilow. Lights there. Good night 
Other — Ko [ Ex. 
Tri. Good night, captain [Ex. 
Wid. How now governour ? what hath anger'd thee ? 
dmething troubles thy countenance. 
Anu. Your coming, and the priviledge of this place once 
ore preſery'd that unworthy Tridewell from the juſtice 
t my fury, which ſhould have fallen on him, had he been 
in d with me by this light. 
15 85 By this light, governour, would you a fought by 
andle-light ? 
Anv. Fir, I dare do't by day- light, moon- light, ſtar- light. 
Wid. Owl-light. | 
t | C 4 ANY, 
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Anv. Any light under the ſun. And that ſhall be try 
well on Tridewell's head, d'ye hear? | | ; 
Mid. A good jeſt! try'd well upon Tridewell. He hi 
wit in his anger. But, governour, laying your anger aſide 
let mebe beholding to your wit in atchieving this Norihen 
Laſs. Thy acquaintance with her muſt be the mean 
Prithee go lie with me, and help me to dream out ſont 
| courſe, Nay look now thy fury blows ſo high thou dol 
not hear me. 1 5 

Anv. Not hear? yes, were I in a combat as great 
every Imy ſelf fought any, I could both hear, and give coun 
ſe]. Therefore {ay unto your ſelf, by the help of your gove 
nour ſhe's your own. | 1 
Mid. O man paſt example! Anv. But, d' ye hear 

Mid. Here, here. Thou fhalt have any thing 

[Gives him money, Exeun 

Enter Squelch, Conſtance, Nonſenſe, Trainwell. 
Sgqu. Come your ways, huſwife. No more ot your wb 
nings, and counterfeit tricks. If this gentleman be not wo 
thy of your love, I am not worthy to be your uncle, direct 

Tra. Alas, what mean ycu, ſir. , 

Squ. Accept of him, you accept of me, If you refi 
him, you deny me, directly. 

- Tra. She underſtands you not a word, ſir. | 

Squ. It you join hands and faith with him. Here's yo 
portion, there's your jointure; if not, your way lies beto 
you, pack directly. 5 5 
Tra. Good fir, conſider her diſease. If her under ſtan 
ing were direct, you might ſpeak directly to her. But] 
have any diſcretion ſhe is too full of melancholy to be putg 
this way. EIT 
Squ. What would you have me do? or how, in yo 
diſcretion, would you counſel me? 
Tra. Not to be mad, fir, because ſhe is melancholy; n 
by taking a wrong course for her recovery, to ruin her, ] m 
forteit your judgment. Do you think, that com man 
with chidings, threats or ſtripes, have power to work up 
her, when ſhe has neither will nor reaſon within her! 
to do, or not to doany thing whatſoever. 1 
Sgqu. Now the gigs up. 1 


. 
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Ja. If her health in ſense and underſtanding were per- 
ect, yet as ſne is woman, her will were firſt to be wrought 
upon by fair and gentle treaty. But as ſhe is at this time ſo 
lick in mind, that knowledge of what ſhe is, what ſhe does, 
fpecially of what ſhe ſhould do, is dead in her; her mind 
muſt be firſt recover d, and that by a due courſe, in ſoft and 
om temperate proceedings, to which fit times as wellas fit means 
muſt be allowed. Moreover _— 

$44. Oh! no moreover, I beſeech you, nor more of her 
at this time, I underſtand your purpose already. Idodirectly. 
Therefore ſpeedily take what courſe, and uſe what means 
ſhall in your discretion be thought fit, I will ſubſcribe, I 
will directly ſubscribeto your discretion. My wife, when 
ſhe went out of the world, left me a great curſe behind 
her in the charge ſhe gave me of this woman, this quick- 
ſighted guide of my houſe, a blind one were better. 

Tra. You ſhould firſt ſee, an please ye, how her affection 
may be wrought upon by the gentleman's own fairentreaty. 
Pravyſir, ſpeak to her like a ſuitor, look upon himſweet-heart: 
this gentleman loves you. Pray ſpeak, fir. Do you not? 

Non. Never credit me pretty gentlewoman 

Con. Nor will I, fear it not. Nor any man that ſays he 
loves me. For alas, I was too lately ſcorn'd. 

Nor. You are a laſs indeed. I proteſt and vow, and ſuch 
aone, as I would be very ſorry toappear any way, or in the 
leaſt degree, as it were, please you to underſtand me: for 
I' be ſworn, there is not in the world. | . 
Con. Truth in ſwearing, leſs in promiſing. 

Non. If you will believeme, lady. 

Con. Nor ne man for your ſake. 

Non. There is not in the world, I ſay 
70 Con I ſay fo too, what was't, I pray? 

New. There is not in the world any gentlewoman—— 
Con. Tell that no further: for we are too gentle, leſſen 
men were leſs cruel. 

Tra. Hear him ſpeak, Conſtance. | 

Con. You ſhall hear me ſing, firſt, by your leave. 

Tra. Poor heart. | 

_ Here's wise work ] direct lunacy and ideotis{m, 
Bleſs my house from the ward maſters informers. 


Con. 
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Con. Pray ir, are you Sir Philip? Tra. Say you are 
Non. Yes, lady, Iam Sir Philip. | | | 
Con. But you are none of my ſparrow. Your mouth' 
Not wide enough for your words. 

Tra. She has ſtop'd his mouth there. 

Con. His words would ſoften adamantine cars, 
And looks would melt a marble heart to tears. 
Owairime! __—_ PD, | 

Tra. Nay you muſt not weep, ſweet-heart. 

Con. What mun I do then? ſhall | ever get him by fng- 
ing tro ye? introth I would never but ſing, if I thought 
that were the gaineſt way, x. | 

Tra. I had rather hear you ſing though, than ſee you 


weep. 5 | 
Con. It muſt be of my love then, my ſparrow as told 


ou. And thus it goes. 
FS om ks 
| | yoo bonny bird] had, 
\ A bird that was my marrow : 
A bird whoſe paſtime made me glad, 
And Philip was my ſparrow. 
A pretty play fere: chirp it would, 
And hop, and fly tofiſt, 
Keep out, as twere a uſueres gold, 
Andbilld me when I lit. 
_— Philip, Philip iz cries. 
But he is fled and my joy dies. 
But were my Philip com'd again, 
I would not change my love, 
For Juno's bird with gandy train, 
Nor yet for Venus dove. 
Nay, world my Philip come again, 
I wouldnot change my ſtate, _ 
For his great name-ſakes wealth of Spain, 
Tobe another's mate. 
Philip, Philip, cc. | 
No, no, you canno be the man. I ken him right weel, 
be you ſir, as wily as you be. Gin you had all his trim geer 
upon you, and all his ſweets about you, yet I ſnould not be 
- 4 to miſtake a Fenny Howlet for a Taſſel Gentle. Ah, 
an, all, | Tra. 
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Tra. Why, love, what fault do you find in this gentle- 


an. 
Con. Feath, but en ean. That he is not Sir Philip. For 
hus would he do. Thus would he kiſs his hand; and 
hus ta me by mine. Thus would he look, and ſet his eye 
n mine: andgivemeleaveto ſee my ſelt in's eyen. Twas 
he beſt glaſs in troth that e er I ſaw. I neer lookt weel ſen. 
or cer ſhall I'm ſure, until I ſee me there again. Sings. 
| But he is geane, alas he's geane, and all too late I ſorrom: 
For I ſhall never be weel again, till yeſterday be to-morrow. 
od gr you good even, fir, —— Exit. 
Tra. Follow her, fir. | 
Squ. And put her to't, fir, and out of this humour, III 
dd the t'other five hundred to her portion, an you bring 
der about handsomely. O when I was a batchelor ! | think 
can do ſomewhat yet in my old days. But when I was a 
patchelor, how I could have handl'd this geer. 
Nm, Never credit me, fir, if you will believe me but — 
Squ. Ido believe you, fir, ſufficiently, good maſter Non- 
ne. No more of your impertinent ſpeeches; but follow 
er, and put her to't, I ſay tot directly. Take her into 
he orchard ; twas there ſhe fell in love they ſay. It may be 
he place is ominous. | [ Ex. Non. 
Tra. Sir, there will be no way for her recovery, but to 
emove her lodging, and have ſome good phyſicians about 
„ | 
Squ. Where you please, and use whose help you please: 
he is; our own; diſpose of her freely, as I will of what is 
ine. I'll take a new course of life directly. Let me ſee. 
phe is loſt, paſt recovery. Say I ſhould marry, I might 
yet have an heir of mine own. 2s | 
Tra. Yes, but of whose getting, ſir? 
Squ. There might rise a fearful queſtion. 
Tra. Think not of it, fir. A man of your years, and 
Eravity, with the reſpect the world [ge you for your place 
nd worſhip in the common-wealth, together with the ri- 
hes you have pil'd up ina mountainous eſtate ; to caſt all 
don with your {elf and fortune at the foot of a ſtranger! 
bink what would be thought of you, if ſuch a dotage 
ould poſſeſs you. | 


1d 


C 
7 


Squ. 
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Squ. She's falling into a tedious lecture. 
Tra. Pray how was maſter Spartledirt talk'd on t'othe 
day, for doing ſuch a trick? yet he was held a wise lawyer 
You ſee a fair example in the late marriage of Sir Phi j 
Luckleſs, and his Fitchow, a match of your own making 
and cause of your niece's and your own misfortune, 
Squ. No more, I beseech you. 


4 + 


Tra. There's tugging for a maſtery, and buffeting for 
the breeches. He barks at her, ſhe ſnaps at him; ſhe breaki 
his wine glaſs, he her looking glaſs; ſhe puts away his ſer 
vants, he turns away hers; ſhe locks her chamber-doo} 
he bolts his, begetting nothing but a world of ſtrife and dif 
en. a 5 

Squ I pray ſhut up that point, I will not marry. No 
directly I will not, though the truth is my purpose was tt 
have caſt my ſelf and fortune wholly upon you, it it mig 
have ſeem'd well in your diſcretion, humph, humph. 

+ Tra. I pray ſtayalittle, fir, take me along with you. 


Squ. Not a ſtep further, this way by your leave. I thin mat 

I have puzzled her discretion, "2 
Tra. Underſtand me, fir. As I would not have you fi cler 
Taſhly upon any thing; no more would I have you fly fur, 
denly from any purpose, without advice and ſober deliber- hol 
tion. If you ſhould marry one that would be a comfort 5 
ble nurse unto you, as (though I fay't) you partly know and 
Squ. Say you nothing, for | do know nothing, nor wil yan 

I know nothing more of this matter, directly: tor if eve 7 
I marry, let me ſuffer all that the law provides for perjury 5 
let me be cropt and {lit worse than a French curtail, or a pu me 
liamental delinquent for blaſpheming the blood royal. Nea u. 
I vill now beſtow my wealth in monumental good deed cha 
and charitable uſes in my life time, to be talked well o 
when I am dead. | Sg bar 
Tra. Ves, build alms-houses and hoſpitals for beggar -. 
and provide Bridewell and houses of correction for youMl har 
friends and kindred. Pray e en give enough to Bedlam, youll y 
may feel ſome part of that benefit your ſelf before you de dii 
if these fits hold you. Ds in 
Squ. She would have me do no good with that I ha br. 
neither, Let me conſider, The moſt I have, to ſay If 


rect! 
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ty, hath not been very well gotten. Were it nota point 
F good conſcience, to ſpend that prodigally, and fave a 
yd heir the ſins ? And that which l have got welland ho- 
eſtly, hath been with much care and travail; were it not 
hen a point of equity to my ſelf, to ſpend that with ease 
nd pleasure? tis done directly, what I have is mine own; 
nd I willbe merry with it. Within there, ao. 

Tra. What's the toy nowy? [Enter Clerł. 

Squ. Sirral, Take these twenty pieces. Beſtov it all 
resently in choiceſt meats, and richeſt wines for my ſup- 
"cr. This one night's ſupper, directly. What J have is 

vine own, and | will be merry with it. 

Tra, Cler. Bleſs us! 

Squ. Six brace of patridges, and fix pheasants in a diſh. 
odwits, » knots, quails, and the reſt of the meats answer- 
able, for half a ſcore, or a dozen perſons of the beſt quali- 
ty: whom I will think of presently. 

Cler. Brain of a downright juſtice ! what means my 
maſter, to leap out of thirty ſhillings a week for house- 
keeping, into twenty pounds a ſupper ? I may ſell my 
clerk's place: for ſure he means tothruſt himselt out ot the 
commiſſion, He can be no juſtice long if this humour 
hold. Who ſhall be the gueſts, tro? 

Squ. have it, directly. You ſhall go to the ordinaries, 
and trom thence invite ſuch young gallants as you find to be 

gameſters. I mean of the higheſt cut. 

Tra. Men that you do not know, ſir? 

Squ. Ay directly, if they know me, or have heard of 
me, tis ſufficient? we ſhall be ſoon acquainted. Bring not 
a man with any paid-for gold lace or ſcarlet about him, I 
charge you, nor without a protection in his pocket. 

Ira. Vou run a great hazard in this, fir, You may per- 
haps be cheated of all you have, if I have any diſcretion. 

Squ. And much good do't their good hearts. What J 
have is mine own, and I will be merry with it, directly. 
You have put me by one or two courſes: but not all your 


in the buſineſs, and huswife the entertainment to make it 

brave for my credit, you may get a gown or a jewel for it. 
lf not | 

1 . Tra. 


dilcretion ſhall beat me out of this. If you take ſome care 
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Tra. Ill obey you. If he be mad, I would not be foo- 
liſh, but ſtrike in for a ſhare. And for your gueſts, fir, let 
me alone; my man is beſt acquainted at the ordinaries. 

Squ. Why now you ſpeak, | 

Tra. Within there, Beavis. But in troth, ſir, I doubt 
whether any ſuch gueſts will come, you have always been 
ſo ſtrict and terrible in your juſticiary courſes. ¶ Ent. Beay, 

Squ. Let him ſay mine eyes are opened, and that theit 
virtue is revealed unto me. And if any of the youngſters 
have miſtreſſes, let em bring em. They ſhall have mu- 
fick; what | have is mine own, andi will be merry with it. 
My fleſh, though not in the way of marriage, requires 
ſame ſatisfaction too. Where might a man in all this plen- 
tiful town, find a choice piece, directly, that he might 
make his own? only his own ? a very hard queſtion. And] 
cuſtom has made it almoſt an unreasonable one, though it 
were one's own wife. In a citizen's or tradesman's wife, 
a man muſt ſuffer the rival-ſhip of a ſlovenly husband: the 
ſtink of his horns ever under one's nose. A caſt lady, or 
gentle woman of courtly acquaintance, to maintain her, is 
to feed a fountain, that waſtes it ſelf through many ſpouts: 
what Iſupply her with, will be drawn out by twenty. All 
her friends muſt ſhare of my prodigality. To train up an 
innocent country girl, is like hatching a cuckoe; as ſoon as 
ſhe is ripe, and ſees the world afore her, ſhe flies at her ad- 
vantage, and leaves me dead !theneſt, How now. 

5 Enter Clerk. 

Cler. Sir, here's a delinquent brought before your wor- 
fhip to be examined, a gentlewoman, ſir. 

Squ. Who brings her? Cler. Vex em the conſtable, fir, 

Squ. Look on his feet. Sure tis the devil in his likeneſs: 
that old bawd knowing how it ſtood with me, has brought 
me one of his Succube. Art {ure tis Vex'em ?- 

Cler. Sure, ſir? the devil himself knows him not bet- 
ter than I know him from the devil. J am ſure he has been 
in fee with me these nine years; almoſt ever ſince he wasa 
conſtable; and has brought more profit to my desk than all 
the honeſt officers in the counties of your commiſſion, tir, 
Oh, he's a rare teliow, he'll tickle a whore in coany, 

Squ. You know my mind, I will in and handle this 
geer in privity. Es - Enter 
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Enter Nonſense, Conſtance, 

Tra. Beavis, you underſtand me. Prithee gogiscreetly 
out it. Bea. Prithee let me ſee a little of this firſt. 

Non. If I put her to't, or ever offer to put any woman 

'tagain, never credit me: let me never be truſted, I pro- 

ſt and vow, nt ſhe has us'd me 

Tra. Very ill favouredly, methinks. 

Bea. Ha you put her to't, fir? - 

Non. I cannot put her to't, nor ſhe will not be put tot. 


For love, nor yet for fee : 

y Jama maid, and will be a maid, 

Anda good one till] dee. | 
Yet mine intent, I could repent, for ean man's company. 
t you are not he, fir. If you be, you are wonderfully 
cad. God pardon him. | 
Non. If mine be, you can beſt read them, tis your own 
and-writing. | 
Bea. She ij done acur2 on him. He ſpoke ſense now. 
as, fir, that a fair hand ſhould make ſuch blots ! what 
and is it? ſecretary, roman, court, or text? I have not 


like analmanack of all holy-days. 


ere and there one fora whole ſentence. 
Bea. Here's one might ſerve for a whole hiſtory, The 
eand death of Raw Head and Bloody Bones. 

Non. I ſee | am not ſuch an aſs, I would I might never 
ir but I am W here's Sir Paul, if I don't tell him 

Tra, What did you do to provoke her thus? 

Non. Nothing but what I can answer in a ſort, d'ye ſee, 
well as—— never gi me credit I had warrant under his 
and. Bea How, ſir? | 

Non. By word of mouth, fir. 

Bea. That's above the band, by your leave. 

Tra, Is it ſo? good ir, his meaning was, you ſhould put 
r fairly on likea lover, with ſweet ſpeeches and gentle be- 
awiour. 2 

Non. She underſtands nothing I can ſpeak. 


Bea, 


Con. Iwo not go tot, nor I mun not go tot, [ Sings, 


ang d. I am ſure his faults were not written on his fore- = 


en the like: tis all dominical letters, red ink. His face 


Tra, Sure tis ſtenography, every character a word: and 


— — — — K Z —— 


—2 Ou pry —— 


44 The Northern Laſs : Or, 
Bea. Nor any body else, I think. 
Tra. And therefore you fell to expreſs your ſelf in rud, 


action. She has ſerv'd you but well: you are a fine put 
her- tot indeed. 


Conſtance ſings. 
Mun toot, mun toot, mun tara ra ra, nun ta ra ra ra ra ri: 

And ever I ſigh and cry, alacł for Philip's love I dee. 

Juſt ſo did our dairy maid at home ſerve my Lady Fiddle: 
dees butler. And there I learnt it. But whan ſhe had { 
done, what did ſhe then do? beſtow'd a penn'orth of U 
guentum Album, and it made him whole presently. God 
Mrs. Trainwell, {end to your potecary for ſome: *twil 
make him well e'en now. | | | 
Tra. Ay, ſweet-heart : but firſt you ſhall go in the coaci 
with me to the doctor's. 

Con. I know Iam not well too. But I'll have no docto 
but Sir Philip. SR 
Tua. It ſhall be Sir Philip, (poor ſoul, all muſt be Si 

Philip,) you ſhall lye at his house. 


Con. But not with him by my faith, and your leave, in oy 

we be married. Prithee Beavis, gar him waſh his face 4 

he'll ſcare ſome bodies bairns else.— [Ex. with T. 7, 
Bea, Vil throw him into the dock, rather than he ſha 


ſuccced Fack O Dandy. Come, ſir, all ſhall be well again 
Fear not. Non. I thank you, fir. 
| Enter Luckleſs and Tridewell, - 

Luc. Couſin, I underſtand you at full. And am glad thu 
occaſion hath pointed out a probability to lead me out 
this labyrinth; and you to your deſired end. | 

Tri. Follow but the way you are in, fir, and you ſhalia 
rive at your own'wiſhes,, 

Luc. She has put me into't her {elf too. 

Tri. By ſequeſtring her felf from you the firſt night. 

Luc. For which, couſin, if I take not occaſion to kee 
my ſelf from her, all nights, days, and times hereaftc 
may the act of our bodies beget prodigious monſters, an 
nothing else. 

Tri. A fear ful vow! look to't. And I warrant ſhe {i 
for a divorce firſt. 
Luc. May we prove but as certain, as you axe confiden 
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our other project, for recalling Conſtance to her ſelf, and 
e then to her; these fetters being ſhaken off, may then 
ove golden ones to you, I ſnhall not envy you. 

Tri. For her take no thought, fir. The intereſt I have in 
r tutreſs, with the work | have faſhion'd upon my Anvil, 
D all to your wiſh. I expect to hear from him in- 
ntly. | 
3d Il freely reſign your wiſh to you, and add half I. 
ive to augment her eſtate to you. Oh! I tremble to 
ink on her: her presence ſhakes the house like an earth- 
ake: the outrage of prentices is not ſo terrible to a bawd 
a cutpurse, as het voice is to me. Yet to you ſhe may 
> calm as the breath of friendſhip, and mild as the mid- 
ght whiſpersof chaſt love. 3 5 
vi. Sir, I profeſs my affection flies eagerly at her. She 
kes me deeply, however you have miſtaken one another. 
jh! here comes my Anvil, methinks his very countenance 
vites me to ſtrike him, though I know he does me good 
r vice now. | [Enter Anvil. | 
Anv. Tisdone, fir. I warrant ſhe's plac'd ſucceſsfully; 
ye hear? Tri. How, prithe&? 
Anv, I have ſent her before his worſhip by a conſtable. 
Luc. Who has he ſent? before whose worſhip ? | 
Tra. You ſhall know all. He has ſent your caſt whore 
efore Sir Paul. Luc. The myſtery, gentlemen ? 
Tri. The ſucceſs will untold it in good time, to your and 
my benefit? doubt not, if ſhe but follow her inſtructions. 
Luc. Nay, if ſhe be not the miſtreſs of her art, there is 
ao deceit among tradesmen, no bribery among officers, no 
dankrupt out of Ladgate, nor whore out of Bridewell, - 
Anv. And if l have not fitted her with a ſecond, my 
riend Vex'em, the conſtable, then ſay there ts no wit a- 
Mong knaves, no want among fcholars, no reſt in the 
grave, nor unquietneſs in marriage, d' ye hear, 
Luc. Of which here comes the trueſt teſtimony. 
Enter Fitchow, Pate, Widgin, Hovyd'ye. 
Fit. Out of my doors, thou miscreanr. 
Wid. Nay, ſiſter. O governour, art here? 
Fit. Avoid my house, and 8 presently. Il cla Jour 
995 8 
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skin off after your livery else, and make you ſo much: 
keder than time Boy other ſerving creatures. 
Luc. Do you talk of turning away my man? you ſſ 
give me leave to turn away your Homd ye firſt, and then p 
off my God- a- mercy, how doſt thou ? 5 
Fit. Am ! jeer'd? flouted to my face? is this fit usa 
for a wife? Luc. A wife? a witch. 

Fit. A husband! a hangman. Lc, Out puſs, 
Trid. Nay, fir, indeed the fault is yours moſt extream 
now.. Pray fir, forbear to ſtrain beyond a woman's patiend 

Fit. Am! ſcorn'd and revild? Lac. Ha, ha, ha. 

Fit. Made a property for laughter? Luc. Ha, ha, | 
Fit. Have I no friend, no ſervant to command? 

Luc. Ha, ha, ha, ha. 5 
Fit. Has my ladyſhip made me ſs lamentable a thin 
that I have loſt the power of a miſtreſs? you fir, run an 
call my friends to ſuccour me, or I'll throttle you. 

Luc. Stir but a foot, firrah, or utter but a ſyllable, an 
I'!l cut your wine-pipe. | 

How, | ſhall be carv d out, betwixt'em. | 

Fit, What will become of me? you, wood-cock, nit 
nyhammer. 1 

IVid. Have you forgot my name, ſiſter? would nd 
IWidgm become your mouth, as well? forget your natur 
brother's name? 

Fit. Can you call me ſiſter, and ſee me abus'd thus? 

Wid. Foutre for ſiſters; J am not to meddle with anotht 
man's wife. I am about one for my ſelf. You mention 
her firſt to me. But I muſt be beholden to others wits and 
means to compaſs her, or else | 
Tuc. Dont I hid you, or —— _- | 

How. O, fir, ſhe'll rend mein pieces, tear me like a lark 

Luc. Doſt thou fear her or me. Do't or 1 

How. Sir, there's maſter Malter can ſing it rarely. 

Luc. So he ſhall, fir, and fo we will all; but you mu 
put us in. Begin. How. Hey down down, &c. | Sings. 

Wid. Siſter, wife, and all, is at present nothing to this 
Come round, gentlemen, keep her but off, and let me 
alone. 2 | 3 

Thy 


” 


, 
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They all take hands, and dance round, Widgin in the midft 
ugs this ſong. They all bear the burden, while ſhe ſcolds 
nd ſtrives to be amongſt em. Tridewell holds her off. 

| | . Widgin Sings. | 
He that marries aſcold, a ſcold, 
 Hehasmoſt cauſe tobe merty : 1 
For when ſhe'sinher fits, he may cheriſh his wits 


| By ſinging hey down derry. 
ll, Hey down down derry down down down, &c. 
Eeͤßnter Bulfinch. 
Bull. T cry you mercy, gallants. I apprehend you would 


e private. | 
Luc. Ono, maſter Bulfinch, you fhall make one of our 
ouncil. | | 
Bull. T apprehend gentlemen, you are merrily dispos d, 
n good ſadneſs. En 
Wid. Apprehend a fool's head. Come into play. 
All, I, I, in with him, and about again. 
| | They pull him into the round. 
Widgin ſengs. 
He that marries a merry laſs, 
He has moſt cauſe to be ſad: _ 
For let her go free in her merrytricks, foe 
Will work his patience mad. 
But he that marries a ſcold, a ſcold, &c. 
He that weds with a roaring girl, 
That will bothſcratch and bit, 
Though he ſtudy all day to make her away; 
Will be glad to pleaſe her at night. 
But he that marries, &c. | 
And he that copes with a ſullen wanch, 
Tat ſcarce will ſpeak at all, h 
Her doggedneſs, more than a ſcold or a whore 
Mill perpetrate his gall. | 
But he that marries, &c. | 
4 And he that's match'd with a turtle dove, 
2 Ihat has no ſpleen about her, 
Shall waſte ſo much 7 in the love of his wife; 
Hie were better a been without her. 


o Put hethat marries a ſcold, a ſcold, &c. 
„ 0, 
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Fit. O ſcorn upon ſcorn, torment upon torment. Letnf 
rather be buried alive than bear this. ¶ſhe gets looſe. ] Slaw 
rascals, get yeall out of my doors, by virtue of my nails, 
charge ye, Ill not leave an eye ora nose amongſt ye. 
| [Flies upon all 
How. Wid. Bull. Anv. O lord, O lord! | 

Luc. Come bouncing after me, boys. [ Ex. ſingin 

Fit. O how Iam wrong d! [ Exeunt omnes præter Fi 
Tri. Bul. 

Bul. Sure I did apprehend this mirth as right as could b 
the wrong way. | 

Tri. Madam, I ſee too much of your vexation; and it 
deed I ſuffer too much with you. As am a gentleman, 
will give you moſt friendly counsel, if you'll hear me. 

Fit. Sir, I haveperceiv'd humanity in you, and do love 
in you. But I know not what to do, nor whom to hear. 
am fallen into the pit of bondage, and will take any cours 
for my redemption. Oh, Mr, Bulſinch. 
Tri. This will make tomy purpose. 

Fit. Sir, I am wrong d beyond expreſſion. This gent 
man is an eye-witneſs of my ſufferings. Pray come, ſir, Iv 
hear your counsel, together with this gentleman's advice 

Bul. Madam, your case is, in my apprehenſion, moſt dl; a © 
perate, yet full of comfort, in regard you ſeek advice an 
counsel. Mine is ever ready, and more fortunate oftentim 
than judicious. For I do nothing but upon good reason a1 
deliberation. 


2 — 


AIX. | 

Enter Squelch, Holdup, Vex'em. | 
Vex.C\ 18, I beseech your worſhip, deal not fo ſeverc! 

MJ withme. | | 

Squ. Sirrah, I will. teach you how to deal with dealer 
and not with vertuous gentlewomen ; bring Innocency b. 
fore Fuſtice, and be able tolay nothing to her charge. 

Vex. Indeed, fir, the captain inform'd meof her; and chat: 

he would be here ready toaccuse her. Good fir, 
Sgqu. Moſt officious, ſir, what warrant had you? not 
What is the captain's name? you know not. Where's 
lodging? you are ignorant. But here was your cunning; Will me t 
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pears moſt plainly, that you, thinking her to be of the 
de, thought to make a prey of her purse: but ſince your 
rightment could not make her openuntoyou,youthought 
make her innocency ſmart for't. I'll make your knavery 
art for't, directly. Come, is the Mittimus ready? gr me't. 


rites and ſeals it.) [ Enter Clerk. 
Vex. Good your worſhip, hold your hand, for my poor 
milly fake. 


55 Here, take him away, and let the next conſtable con- 
im to Newgate. ä . 
Veæ. Sir, tis the firſt time that ever I offended in this kind. 
pray your worſhip be of a better mind towards me. 
Squ. Away, I fay directly. As Jam in my right mind, and 
Y Middleſex, I will ſhew my juſtice on thee, 
Vex, Ha, ha, ha. | 
Squ. Does the knave laugh ? bring him back. May a man 
k the cause of your mirth? 
Vex. Sir, I have laught at the vexation of a thousand in 
ay days, and I hope 1 may have leave once in my life to 
augh at mineown. 
Squ. Oh is it ſo ? pray hold you merry, ſir. 
Ver. Ha, ha, a.. | Exit. 
Squ. Now lady, whereas you were brought before me 
a delinquent, I retain you as my miſtreſs. I like her beyond 
easure. A pretty young thing! new brought to a pace! 
a, ha! ſhe has committeda little country folly, as ſhe pri- 
ately confeſſes. What's that? it may ſtand in rank with 
hat they call vertue here; and then ſhe is content to live as 
rivately as I please. She ſhall up, I will winter and ſummer 
er before ſhe ſhall ſee a high-way of this town. She's for 
ay turn, directly. Miſtreſs Holdup, is your name ſay you? 
Hol. Camitha Holdup, fir. A poor gentlewoman. My fa- 
her bore the office of a commiſſioner for the peace in the 
eſt· country, till misfortunes wrought his eſtate out of 
his hands. | 
Squ. Holdup !T have heard of him, and know what twas 
chat ſunk him. Heliv'd by the ſea-fide; twas trading wit 
the pirates. Buying their goods, and ſelling them victuals. 
Hol. *Tis too true, fir. He paid ſo dearly for'tat laſt, that 
I haveno more, but my bare breeding, and what I bear about 
me to live upon. D 3 S qu, 
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Squ. Which is enough, enough, directly, if you can bear 
your ſelfdiscreetly, and contain your ſelt within those bounds 
of fortune, in which I'll plant you. Alas, good ſoul, weep 
not; let money and authority be thy comfort. By which thou i 
ſhalt feel no want, nor fear no danger. But to our buſineſs, | 
I have already acquainted you with my niece Conſtance's dis- 
ease, and that ſhe is remov'd out of my house for her health. 
I will lodge you at a truſty tenant's house where ſhe is un- 
known. Youſhall take her name upon you. 4 

Hold. Whichis mineown already. Aſidt. 

Squ. And if you can but a little counterfeit her melancho- 
ly, you may freely paſs for her: and my acceſs to thee, my 
my ſweet girl, ſhall crown us with fulneſs of delight and . 
pleasure. | | | | 
Hold. Sir, you have moſt worthily made me your own; 
and all my ſtudy ſhall be to obey you. — | 
Ssqu. Now had I but a fit attendant for the person of my 
love. Hold. Some ſimple honeſt body, ſir. 
| >" Then we were fitted. How now. | Ent. Clerk, 

Cle. My Lady Luckleſs's man deſires to ſpeak with you. 

Squ. Stand you by unseen a while. Send him in. I do ex- 
pect ſome meſſage now, in the behalf of her unlucky lady- 
ſhip's wise brother, maſter ¶idgin, touching my niece. Now 
friend, how do's my good lady? Ent. Hovyd' ye. 
HFiow. I left her very ill, fir; for ſhe has beaten me, and 

thruſt me out of doors withher own hands, without a pen- 
ny in my purse, or othercloathso' my back, than the bare 
livery, that a caſt ſervingman cannot ſhake off, of knave 
and beggar. „%%% | 
Squ. Thou left'ſt her very ill indeed. But well, thou 
would'ſt have me be a means to re-eſtabliſh thee in thy lady. 
How. iy her ſervice, fir. —_ 5 | : | 2 

Squ. I ſpeak by a figure, Humphry: for to be inwa 
with, or eee rt is to be a ſervant in the 
moſt courtly phrase. 5 

How. Ay, ſir. Those are convenient ſervants, ſir. We 
are covenant ſervants. They are respected above husbands; 
we abased beneath ſlaves. They purchase places, honours, 
and offices oftentimes with their ladies moneys, when wie 
find not our wages without hard words, and arc _— m 
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akes) to have our coat pulled over our ears before the year 
es about. We drudge for our ladies, they play with their 
Nies: but the beſt is, we labour and ſweat it out for our la- 
5, when they are fain to take phyſick, and lye- in for their 
lies. 


. 1 | 
115 $qu. Moſt intelligent Humphry. Let us retire to the pur- 
th, Noc. Put case I have a miſtreſs in ſtore for you; to whom 


ay commend you upon my own credit, and undertake . 
r your entertainment and means by my own purse. What 
ould you ſay ? what would you do? | 
How. Sir, I will ſay over the Gentleman Uſher's grammar 
you, and do her ſervice by the rules. 


u Sau. Well ſaid, directly. 
cipe, Humfride. Say your part. 
n; How. In a Gentleman Uſher deere parts. Boldneſs, 
eatneß, Flattery and Secrecy, rewarded. Diligence, obe- 
Y ence, Truth and Honeſt: unrewarded. | 
55 Squ. What is his boldneſs. 


How. His Boldneſs is the use of his Manhood in right of his 


rk. 1 De 

ies honour, degree, place or priviledge, at home, abroad, 
*. private or publick meeting, for the hand, for the wall, 
5 dr the what ſhe will, for the what. ſne calls. 


Squ. How is it rewarded? 
How. By obtaining of ſuits made out of caſt gowns or 


coats. Which if he be a taylor, as moſt ot our middle ſort 
r profeſſors are, he is thereby made a man in ſpight of the 
re roverb, and thruſt into the high way of advancement. 


Squ. Perge Humphry. His Neatneſs now? 
How. His Neatneſs conſiſts moſt diverſly, fir. Not only 
1 the decent wearing ot those cloaths and clean linen, pru- 
ing his hair, ruffling his boots, or order ing his ſnoe-tyes; 
ede are poor expreſſions, a journey man barber will do't. 
jut to do his office neatly, his garb, his pace, his poſtures, 
is comes on, and his comes of his compliments, his viſits. 
Squ. His howd'yes. . | 
How, In which a profound judgment would be puzzl'd, 
Squ. I believe thee. 2 | 
How. And the moſt abſolute or artificial memory ſet o the 
ck, To be able to relate how this lady's tooth does; and 
other lady's toe. How this lady's milk does: and how 
WE . D 4 t'others 
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| others doctor lik'd her laſt water: how thislady's husbanllif 
and how t other lady's dog ſlept laſt night: how this Chill 


that Monkey, this Nurſe, that Parrot, and a thousand ſuciff 
Then his neatneſs in chamber-work, or about the person 


his lady, in case her maid or her woman be otherwise occi * 
gras to convey a pin into her ruff neatly, or add a help hut 
er head-dreſſing, as well as John among the maids. Laſtii pee 
his dexterity in carving, and his discretion in marſhalling( 0 
meats; to give every meſs the due ſervice, and every di 5 
his lawful preheminence. deat 
Squ. And how is this Neazneſs rewarded, Humphry ? Welt 
Hum. Double, fir : at board and at bed: by good bits, a h. 

the love of the chamber-maid. 

Sgqu. Well, Humphry, because we will not make this ſceu 
too long, we will omit the reſt: only why are your laſt fo # 
parts, Diligence, Obedience, Truth and Honeſty, unrewrardeiſiſune 

How. Sir, they are parts that ſpring out of vertue, au or 
are, therefore born with their reward in their mouths, au For 
ougnt to expect no further from any ſervice in these time Is 

Squ. Moſt edifying, Humphry. J have a miſtreſs in ſtoſ oi 
for thee. How. I long to ſee her, fir. am 
Squ. Didſt thou never ſee my niece Conſtance? 7 

. How, No, fir, But I have heard ſhe is diseas d with me tan. 
lancholy; and if ſhe ſhould prove mad too, like my old lad bre: 
I were then as far to {eek as e er I was. upo 

Squ. Fear it not, Humphry. My warrant ſhall ease th for: 
care. Niece come forth. Enter Holdup. ] I ſhall fit you wit I 
a ſervant. Fall to your poſtures, Humphry. Your garb,[H 7 
does his poſtures. ] ſo. Your pace, ſo. Your congee, 10. Hau 2 
your lady, good. Arm your lady, good ftill. Side your lad ce 
very good. Draw out your lady, excellent, Present your i fir, 
dy, ſingular well, good Humphry. | 7 

How. Sir, 1 can ſhoulder my lady too: but that is whe fn 
ſhe takes coach; and foot my lady, when ſhealights. elai 

Squ. Precious Humphry, I admire thy art. ren 

How. Ilearnt all of a good old ladies man in the Stran; 1 
Ar, that muſt be nameleſs. 2 be | 

Squ. Now, Humphry, walk your lady to th Exchange. Wl div. 

How. O moſt hoſtlerly ſpoken ! under correction, fr fail 
wait on your lady, I pray fir, OS 7 
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San. Well faid, Humphry. Here's ſomething for my In- 
ruction. Now wait on your lady to the Exchange. She 
s ſome trifles to buy there. I will find you there pre- 
ntly, and conduct you to your lodging. [ Gives her mony. 
Hold. What ſhall I do with all this tir? I would indeed 
ut buy an ounce or two of thread, ſome netting- pins and 
eedles, anda frame to flouriſh my work on. Hereafter I will 
ork in gold and ſilver, if you please, for your own wearing. 
Squ. As i would wiſh! her fſimplicity takes me above her 
deauty. Go, I ſay. I'll follow. Methinks Ie en feel my 
elf, thank my ſeit, for being in this good humour, What 
have is mine own, and I will be merry with it, directly. 
| [ Exeunt. 
Enter Fitchow, Tridewell, Bulfinch, Widgin, Anvil. 
Fit. Gentlemen, you now know the calamity I tuffer 
nder. And you have ſhew'd me the beſt way to comfort: 
for which I thank you. I have given you my reſolution 
for a divorce, upon condition. Before which ' muſt pro- 
mise you nothing, fir. But I aſſure you in the meantime, 

ou ſtand prime in my affection: tor I have in all found you 
a moſt worthy gentleman. 

Tri. Madam, I have no ucterance to declare my accep- 
tance of your love. It muſt therefore be lock d up in my 
breaſt, the treasure of my heart. Now for the condition 
upon which your divorce depends, we muſt ſee that per- 
form'd, and then — _ | | 
Fit. Sir, I will make good more than I do now promise. 
Tri. You ſpeak nobly. | 
Fit. It reliſhes a little too much of womanly wiltulneſs, 
] confeſs. But all my wilfulneſs (that I'll promise you. 
fir,) ſnall die in the end of this buſineſs. 

Tri. Well then, before your discreet neighbour, Mr. Bul- 
finch, here. If you have not your will in this, I will diſ- 
elaim your favour hereafter. Sir, the condition is (as you 
remember—— - | 3 1 1 
Bul. I apprehended it, fir. That fir Paul Squelch's niece 
be firſt married or contracted, and then ſhe consents toa 
divorce. And that you be aſſiſtant to her brother here to ob- 
tain her for mea | | <2 1 

Tri. To vrhich I promise myr only I muſt not 
per in thebulines. * . Jul, 
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but confidently, and I'll warrant thee a wealthy husbandby | 


fidelity, and truſt me in this action, and if I break not the 


ſure the lady will yield to a divorce, if Conſtance, whom 


discoyery. 
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Bul. I will only appear in it, for I will not be ſeen in ti; ; 
matter. Tri. As how, ſir? 51 
Bul. As thus, fir. I will keep your counſel ; not oni 
in holding my peace to all the world, but in ſaying nothing 
to Sir Paul himſelf. D'ye apprehend me fir ? 4 
Tui. And thank you, fir. Now every man to his part 
Mr. Widgin, you have both your ſiſter's and my beſt directi. 
ons already, which I doubt not but with the help of your 
governour you will make good uſe ot. Madam, will youſ 
go in, and but wiſh well to your proceedings, and trouble 
your thoughts no further. Ex. ſeveral, 
Anv. Sir, what help he has of me, is for the ladies and 
his own ſake, not your's, d'ye hear. 

Wd. No bluſtering now, good governour: prithee re. 
ſtrain thy fury. Thou canſt never hear nor ſpeak to that 
gentleman with any patience; and yet he is on your fide 
now. Prithee let's loſe no time. I never long' d more for 
my mother's coming from a chriſtening, than to be at this 
Northern-Laſs._—— : [ Ex, 

Enter Tridewell, Trainmell, Holdup. 
Trid. Wanton, you have begun propiciouſly; proceed 


it, or a compoſition, that may prove the better purchaſe. 
Hold. Sir, be you and this lady but as a confident of my 


toils your kinsman is in, and make you miſtreſs of my in- 
tereſt in Sir Paul, letallthe good you intended me, be a lock- 
ram coif, a blue gown, a wheel and a clean whip. Vou are 
now personate be firſt married or contracted. | 

Tri. Right. Shedo's but hold off till then, and, that 
wiltully; because ſhe fears it is for Conſtance's love only, 
that her husband deſires the divorce. Tha | 

Hol. And you are ſure that Conſtance is ſafe from her 


_ Tra. Ay, upon the hazard of my diſcretion. | 
m To any that knows her not very well, my ap x 
not the ſame Conſtance Have you given me her cha- 
racter right? Tra, The beſt that we can poſſibly. * 
Hol. Nay, I havea further help, than you both "_ 
yet. 5 | | | Hh 
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. 774. May you know it. 

gl. It ſhall be no ſecret. My ſervant, Howd'ye, whom 
and Sir Paul, ſuppoſe his lady turn'd away, was by her 
ſhip taught only to feign it; and cunningly inſtructed 
work himſelf into the ſervice of Conſtance, to further 
brother's proceedings. And fince fortune has put him 


nh 
nM 


art, 
tt 
ut apt uſe of it 
ri. Tis moſt fairly ominous. Come lady. He can- 
but be at hand; and our ſtay may do hurt. You re- 
mber the doctor's lodging I told you of, and fir Philip's 
dointment to meet you there an hour hence ? 
ra. All, fir, I would uſe no other. She is there al- 
. : x Ex 0 
* 5. No more then; away. Fare you well, ſweet 
ature. | a „ 
ol, If my deceit now, ſhould be diſcovered, before any 
drk be ended, my brain-tricks w__ perhaps, inſtead of 
theſe fair hopes, purchase me the laſh. Fore Venus, my 
ſh e en trembles to think ont. It brings like wise unto 
yconſideration, the baseneſs of my condition; how much 
pitied the puniſhment of a whore is, and how ſuddenly 
overtakes her ! my joint conſpirators are in no danger. 
only run the hazard, though they areas deep in the fg as 
y felf, Well! if Leſcape this pull, and draw any fortune 
t, I change my function ſure. A common whore! II 
a nun rather. They come moſtfitly, and 1 muſt into my 
| [Withdraws behind the ſcene. 
Enter Widgin, Anvil, Homd ye. 
How. Indeed, fir, it was my lady's plot, but you muſt 


— 


ke no notice of it. 4 | 
Mid. I'll thank her with all my heart, and ſhe ſhall never 
Now on't. | | 

How, But if fir Paul, my now maſter, ſhould diſcover 
y deceit, how ſhall I efcapehis vengeance, | 
Auv. What doſt thou think of me, weak fellow? 
pm not I a commander, ha? | 
How. In the war, captain: but he is a juſtice of peace, 
nda commander of captains in Middleſex, ſends two or 
ree drunken ones to Nemgate at a clap ſometimes, 


b 


dn me, whom he takes to be the ſame miſtreſs, it 1 make | 


[Ex. 


Wid. 


LI 
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id. Fear no discovery, Humphry, Let me but ſa 
her, and I'll warrantthee. | "I 
How, She'll ſee none but Sir Philip, you muſt be no bog 
else, remember that: you muſt own no other name yo 
have. Now if you can Sir Philip it handſomely, there's 
Mid. J warrant thee, and my governour ſhall Sir Phil 
me at every word; and if I do not Sir Philip her, beti 
than ever ſhe was Sir Philiptin her life, then ſay I am nf 
legitimate Magin. | [ Behind the ſceu 


© Hol. Tis paſt your ſtrength or reach either, by forty 
believe. I doubt your middle finger is too ſhort mate 3 
Midgin. | 1 
. Well, I muſt venture it. Here ſne comes. Wi 
Enter Holdup, with a baby. | - 
Mid. What's ſhe doing. Ods me! making a baby I thin Ar 
Are you good at that faith? I'll be at that ſport with you, 
. ſhall coſt me a fall else. 5 H 
How. Oh ſhe has a hundred ſuch apiſh toys. Een nol”! 
ſmne was great with child for ſooth as ſhe could go. And will Ar 
perswaded ſhe had a child as big as Tin her belly. I worf Wi 
der'd at it, and ſhe told me, ſhe had a hundred there as bin, 
in her days. IWid. What, what ? Ho 
How, Ay, but ſhe knew not what ſhe ſaid. By and At 
I muſt be a man-midwite forſooth and deliver her: f 
| *twas paſt all woman's skill. Now ſhe thinks ſhe is brougi W 
to bed, and nurses the child her ſelf bthe 
: IWid. And who's the father ? we 
How. Oh none but Sir r ere; 
Wid. Tl father it as well as he. Is't a boy or a girl tro u? 
Wou'd ſhe would make a chriſtening entertainment wil H 
we are here. Hark ſhe ſings, | £4 
. Hy 
P wayward bairn ; O ceaſe thy moan, 25 
Thy far more wayward daddy's gone : 2 
And never will recalled be W 
By cries of either thee, or me wy | 
For ſhould we cry, add 
Until we dye, * 
We could not ſcant his cruelty, Urid 
5 ä B allaw, low, ye 0 ip 
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He needs might in himſelf foreſee, 
that thou ſucceſſively might ſt be; 
And could he then, (though me forego) 
His infant leave, e er he did know. 
How like the dad. 
Mould be the lad. 
In time, to make fond maidens glad? 
„ Ballow, Ballow, c. 
id. How is this, pretty Mrs. Conſtance, that you com- 
inof your love before he be loſt ? 

Hol. Who be you, Ilpray? 

Mid. ?rithee tell her governour. Tha? not the heart to 
We now. | 
Anv, It is Sir Philip, lady, come to do you right. Dye 
er. 
Hol. Yes, fir, I here you very weel; and could e en wiſh 
my heart, I could believe you. | 
= 4v. Speak your ſelf, fir. 
Mid. You may, miſtreſs Conſtance; for as Iam an honeſt 
Wan, I never meant to wrong you. | 

Hol. I do believe you, fir. But pray proteſt no more by 
at name till you make your felt ſuch by marrying me. 
ou have gotten a bairn by me, I's ſure o' that. 

Mid. I come for the fame purpoſe, {weet-heart. I'll both 
ther and keep thy child, and make theean honeſt woman. 
Five me your hand before this gentleman, and your ſervant 
ere; and {ay but the word; I'll get a licence preſently, fetch 
ouaway, and diſpatch you to-night. [Sing. 
Hol. Marry me, marry me, quoth the bonny laſs : and when 
Pill jou begin. | 
Wid. As for thy wedding laſs we li do well enough, in ſpight 
' the beſt o thy kin. 
Hol. I can but thank you, obey you, and pray for you, fir, 


1y heart, to wrong ſo {weet a piece of ſimplicity. But 
ortune has dreſt her for me to feed on; and Il fall to. 

Anv. Or the devil choak you. Well, boiſterous M. 
Iridewell, your ropes-end hath driven me into a buſineſs 


ends not me, though this marriage be his: and ſince it ts 
bis fate, fair befal it him, I am discharg d. | Wide 


Wid. Governour; wilt thou believe me? It een pities 


cre, deſerves a whole rope. But I hope that Deſtiny at- 


5 
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wid. Come, governour, we are agreed; let's go that 
may hie us again, and dispatch. al 
- Hol. Nay, fir. You fhall not ſay, you married mei! 
naught: You fhall hear me ſing before you go. ds 
Av. What an owſel'tis! ſhe means he ſhall marry Pct 
fora ſong. By'rlady a competent modern portion, all 
: S O N G, by Mrs. Prince. for 
Bonny lad there was, He 
And Jocky was his name; > ta 
He courted long a laſs, He 
But could not wrong her fame. A) 
He proffer'd money, proffer'd land, W 
_ He (onght her night and day; Du C 
But ſtill ſhe wou dnot underſtand, He 
But anſwer d Jocky nay. ſt 1 
But he a cunning wary loon . 
Foaundeance a pleaſant tour, am 

Mea me, quoth he, I'll ha my boon, 
And take her tulla bower, o Ho 
Ae lig d her on the gruß, 0 
here they had muckel play; duſy 
And ever ſmce the bonny laſs, 5 
Has ner cryd Jocky nay, ö hi 
| Nay, has ne er cry'd Jocky nay. 7? 
Wid. By my troth, tis pretty. ray 


Fol. And by my conscience tis true, *twere made! 
Durham, on a laſs of my bigneſs. 
Anv. And in thy cloaths, I believe. 
Hol. But will you be gan now, than all my joy leaves me 
Mid. Sweet ſoul, thou ſnalt have thy joy again. I 
joy thee, enjoy thee, and over- joy thee, Governour, | 
us fly about this buſineſs. I will not ſleep, before I han 
got a licence, ſtol'n her way, wedded her, bedded her, ant 
put her in her wits again. | 
Anv. Are you able to do that, think you? | 
Mid. Til warrant thee : for all maids are mad till they be 
married. = 
Anv. What ſay you to that, lady. Pox on you, I run 
1weet hazard to advance your fortune, do I not? [ {ut 
Hol. Remember your covenant with Mr, Tridewell cap 
| tals 
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in. And when the work is dene, here's my hand, you 
all partake of what I get by t. And hark you. ¶ Hhiſpers. 
Mid. She may perhaps, when ſhe comes to her ſelt, and 
ds me tobe no Sir Philip, be a little ſtartled. But I mean 
je firſt night to put ſo much of my own love into her, as 
all work out his, I doubt not, or any his that came there 
fore me. [Enter Howd ye. 
How. O gentlemen! my maſter's coming, all's ſpoil'd if 
take you. Part quickly. 5 
Hol. Is mine uncle com'd? and mun we part than? 
Anv. Kiſs, and part; kiſs, and part. 
mid. Sweet-heart, not a word of me till I come to fetch 
du off with honour. 3 
Hol. All benisons be with you. Indeed you be the good- 
ft man, that e er made maiden fain. 
| Vid. Poor heart ſhe dotes. I do not know how much 
am in debt to my conscience, till I have madeamends. 
| | [ Exit. 
Hol. This may breed good blood. If I come but as well 
fo my old uncle, as I am like to come on with my young 
duſin, here will be a match unlook'd for, a match with- 
t treaty; a match untalk' d or unheard of. He is coming 
fore I have ſhifted my face. Methinks Lhear the ruſtling 
f his briſtles hither, Vet my lips muſt ſtand the aſſault; 
ray love, the porcupine leave none of his quills in em. 
Enter Squelch to Holdup. 
Squ. Where's my girl? my honey ſweet girl? kiſs me, 
is I fay, directly: Il ſecure thee. Ha, my laſs, these 
ps have the true Elixir in em indeed, to reſtore youth and 
rength; paſt all Medea's charms, or what the poets would 
ave feign d. How now! weeps my love, I hope my 
ece's habit has notwrought her diſease into thee. | 
Hol. No: now ] ſee you, fir, Iam well: perfectly well: 
t pardon me, fir, your absence cannot but breed me fears, 
hen J have leisure to think on my unworthy condition, 
ad the danger 1 undergo int. | 
qu. Tas a thousand pities that this wench was ſe- 
ue d. She might have made a wife for a good ſquire. She 
ould ſerve a tradesman yet, moſt unblemiſfably. And 
hen] have done with her, doing that for her, as I mean 
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to do. She may perhaps match with a younger broth 
purchase him a place, advance his fortune, to be able int 
end to repay her with a ladyſhip. Tis not without a pref 
dent; and Iwill help her to Claw the example, dired 
For what | have is mine own, and I will be merry wit 
Ha, my bird, my chick! kiſs me. Kiſs me up. So. k 
me up I ſay. So again. Thou haſt don't, directly. Mi 
tain it now, with a cordial kiſs, So, ſo, ſo. Good. Ve 
good; and whileit is ſo, a word with you in private. Con 
my bird, humph, humph, humph. [Enter How di 
How. Sir, there's a woman below) — | 
Squ. Sir, what have Ito do with any woman below? 
you with your woman below; Iam very well here. 
How. Is the old man mad trow, ſir, ſhe will have to. 
with you above, if you ſpeak not with her below. I! 
much a-do to keep her down ſtairs, her case is {o lamen 
ble, ſhe ſays. I never ſaw a woman ſo importunate ini 
life, fir. You muſt down, fir. | 1 
Squ. Tam down already. AlPs naught. What limb! 
the devil ist? do'ſt thou know her? | = 
How. She ſays ſhe is wife to a conſtable, fir, that jt 
lately committed; and if your worſnip does not release h 
presently, that he's undone, and ſhe's undone, all tit 
children are undone, that unborn in her belly is undone, a 
I know not how many more are undone for ever. 
Squ. Hell take her. How could ſhe know that I was het 
How. She ſpied you in the ſtreet, fir, and followyd js 
and follow you ſhe would, had you gone into the pri 
chamber, ſhe ſwears; her cause enforces her, ſhe lays. ¶ imo 
ſhe is fo great with child too, that no man dares give he 
thruſt to keep her back. I hear her blow up ſtairs. 
Squ. Keep her down, I'll follow thee.— [Ex. Hod te 
- Hol. Good fir, be pitiful for the woman's ſake, andi ion 
lease him. Perhaps bis reckoning is out, and ſhe has m 
body to call the midwife. | 
Squ. I muſt home to my clerk then: for I cannot wi 
here; nor do any good, beſides Iam vex'd. But J willi 
turn to thee in the evening, duck : and ſince I am ſo apt 
be ſpied, I will come diſguis d. . 
Hol. Indeed I'll put out the candle when you — 
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n, for I ſhall never endure to ſee other ſhape of man. O 
ge trunk hose are a comely wearing. 
u. 1 will be diſguis d, directly. I will through all the 
pes of Fupiter, before I will again be prevented. Fare- 
l. O my ſweet! at ſeven in the evening expect * 
f | a Exit. 
ol. Sweet, ſay'ſt thou? thou art not, I'll ſwear. Iam 
d he was prevented. I ſhould never a held out a course 
th him, that cannot endure a breathing: a cheese- ſnop 
fire cannot out- ſtink him. | | 
Enter Howd'ye. „ 
ow. Your uncle's gone, miſtreſs, and fays he will be 
reat ſeven a-ciock again. But ſhall | tell you a fine thing,” 
o treſs? | | | 
Hol. Yea marry, Humphry, what may that be, and tis 
bor SIC PRA? ot „ | 
ag How. But it is of him, miſtreſs. He ſays he will bring 
oach for you at fix a- clock to fetch youaway: will you go 
th him ? | SE ET 
Hol. By my ſal that wull I, an't be all the warld over. 
How. How ſhall your uncle find you at ſeven then? i 
Hol. We'll leave him at fix and ſevens. I mean betwixt 
dth. T will be trim, truſt me. And hear'ſt thou me, 
mphry. Thou muſt bid Mrs. Trainwell come to me a 
tle before fix ; for a very good reason. | 
How. Humph | | 2 
Hol. Nay, it ſhall hinder nothing. We'll away the faſter. 
How. I think ſhe be in her wits already. If not, I muſt 
mour her, though I be put to the trouble to ſhift her 
ay again; ſhe ſhall mar no ſport, that's certain. 
Hol. Come with me, Humphry, thou ſhalt go e en now, 
d tell her, and I'll be packing up the while.— [Exits 
How, This clinches, I ſhall win my lady's heart for ever. 
go manage two ſuch buſineſſes more, were enough to raise 
de agent for a ſtate. ' — 


— 
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” - AO TV. 
Pate, in a doctor habit. Trainwell, Conſtance. 
ate, 4 diſcourse a tedious lecture unto you, lady, in 
{peaking philosophically of the diſease of me- 
—— lancholy, 
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| There are large volumes of it in print, to very flendafi 


| ſhould vex and torment this delicate and tender body, wit 
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lancholy, were to ſhew more learning than discretion, 


purpose. 
Tra. Sir, I deſire rather your discretion, than the glokſf 
of learning. I am rather govern d by the wholsome effect 
of the one, than the ſmooth directions of the other. | 
Pate. To the point then, lady. I ſee no reason why 


phyſick. Her disease is melancholy ; the cause of this dis 
ease, I have found apparently, in the two hours probatio wi 
ſince you left her with me, to be love, which ſhe hath - 
greedily taken in, that it hath over- helm d her ſpirits, an 
turn'd the faculties of all her ſenses into a rude confulion, 


{ending forth the use of them extravagantly. - 
Tra. Sir, I muſt not only approve, but applaud you 
skill. *Tis love, indeed, and J am right glad that you ſoo 
opinion jumps with my own knowledge: for now I dou tall 
not of your ſpeedy addreſs to the cure. | 1 
Pate. *Tis done in three words. The party that ſhe love pur 
muſt be the doctor, the medicine, and the cure. ( 
Tra. Sir, the gentleman is below, he came with mM ficl 
only | would not bring him to her fight without your g Tra 
probation, 8 might do hurt. | imr 
Pate. Pray call him up, on peril of my judgment. E 7 
Tra. ] Give me your hand, Mis. Conſtance. I have god 7 
news for you. c | F 
Con. Tis along whayle ſine I heard ony. acct 
Pate. The gentleman, whom you love beſt, ſhall be you I 
bedfellow. | ful 
Con. He is wed already, fir. Another wife would g# P 
him be put down at gallows; and I would not be ſhe for whi 
the worldly good that e er. I ſaw with both mine e,, 7 
And o' my conscience, I'll be none of his ligby, tor tw Phil 
fo mickle. | | I 
Pate. She prattles very prettily, methinks. Married thus 
ready ? ſure Cupid ſhot you with a forked arrow out of ¶ Tri 
croſs-bow. But what will you fay, lady, it by my at and 
render this gentleman unmarried again, and a ſuitor vn P 
you presently? ; - ; L 
Con. Marry ſhall I tell you what LI fay, fir ? that des P. 


hang! 
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hanging worse than t'other matter, you wod poison his 
1 wite by your art, wod ye? and make your gown there the 

WT havgman's fee the ſecond time? it looks as it had been once 
his already; and you like ſuch a doctor, I mun tell ye, by 
Hour leave. God bliſs me fro thee. Mrs. Trainwell where 
are you? 
Pate. Out of their wits fay they? I fear ſhe is wiser than 
ti all of us, that have to do with her; ſhe knows my gown 
better than I do: for J have had but two hours acquaintance 
W with it. Tis no longer ſince I hir'd it of the hangman's - 
{8 merchant, a broker. It might ha' been Lopus's gown, 
for ought I know. 8 . 
| Enter Trainwell and Luck leſs to them. 
Tra. They are fall'n out I think. | 2 
Con. O, Mrs. Trainwell, for dear charities fake, ha' me 
ſoon fro' this man: for IM ne'er take ony thing at bim. He 
talks of poisoning. | 
Pate. By my faith you wrong me: nor of any poisoning 
purpose, I was but putting a case of —— | 
Con. Pray put up your pipes, fir. I like not your mu- 
mel ſick : troth nor his countenance nather. Sweet Mrs. 
78 7rainwell, gar me be ſhut on him. Now all the joys of 
immortality light o'ye, fir. [To Luckleſs. 
Pate. Is that the gentleman ? | 
Tra. Yes, fir. Pray observe. But how fell you out, ſir? 
Pate. I muſt firſt ſalute him by your favour. Sir, all the 
accumulations of honour ſhower down upon you. 

Luc. Sir, may you reap the whole harveſt of your fruits 
ful wiſhes. Con. Dear fir, keep further fro'him. 

Pate. But one word, ſweet lady; and you ſhall have the 
whole benefit of his presence to your ſelf. | . 

Tra. Be not afraid, ſweet-heart, he dares not hurt Sir 
Philip. Con. {ntroth he breathes too near him. 

Tra. III warrant you. What has he done to move her 
thus? I know not what this obscure doctor is. But Mr. 
Tridewell put me upon him; and his approved honeſty has 
and muſt kill all miſtruſt in me. e 

Pate. Your coach is ready at door, you ſay. 

Luc. Ves, my moſt delicate doctor. 

Pate. As you find her then, aftera few words away w_ | 
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her, I have perform'd my part, fir. I'll hold the discree, 
governeſs in talk in the next room. A 
Con. But one word call ye this? — —_ 
Pate. I ha' done, ſweet ſoul. Lady, I have inſtruc 
the gentleman, ſhall we leave them ? 3 
Tra. One word, by your leave firſt, Mr. Doctor, and 10% 


7 


attend you, ſir, not only my discretion, but my reputatio 
lies at ſtake: and I make no doubt of your nobleneſs upa 
your kinsman's word, my com- plotter in this buſineſ 
Therefore while I hold argument with the doctor (wh 
ſhall by no means perceive our deceit) {lip you away wii 


* 
_ 


bours ſhall have a peaceful end. I'll ſend old mad- cap i 
your lady in a thunder-clap. But, noble ſir, your reputf 
tdion 5 | 
Luc. My life and honour be your guard, and your ſecuritz 
Tra. No more, fir. I'll lay no conjurations upon ſo no 
ble a ſpirit. Come, Maſter Dotor—— —_ [Soft mut 
| [Ex. Tra. Pate 
Luc. But do you love me, Conſtance? 
Con. O right weel, fir. 
Luc. And will you be my woman? 
Con. I is ſure, I'll never be mine awn else. 
Luc. But you will not go away with me now, if I requet 
your - 
Con. Onywhither, but to bed, before we be married. 
Luc. What, from your governeſs, your uncle, and a 
the world ? | | 


. Con. And thank you too, fir. And ta' me but fro' thi lis 
i looking doctor; far I ſhall beweel with you, tir. T 
Luc. Come, ſince you truſt me ſo well, wetwo will no at ch. 
part till we are lawfully made one. | toer 
Con. Heaven bliſs the hour you ſpcak in, and all ſaintsł 
witneſſes. | 0 WW; 
Enter Squelch, meeting Trainwell, aid Pate. my! 
| 5 Miuſicl continues. | Ty 


Squ. Where's this doctor? where's this melancholy ge Marr 
| Tr4. 


tlewoman ? 
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Tra. O me, he is come? Pa. Is this her uncle? 
Tra. Kven he, ſir. Where's my charge; miſtreſs Conſtance? 
Pa. Save ye, ſir. I'll go find her _—— [ Ex. 
Squ. Where's my charge? Tl go find her! what's the 
1 eaning "© 
Tra. She was here but now, fir, while the muſick plaid. 
nd we withdrew our ſelves, thinking ſhe might ſleep, 


01 

r. 
n Lau. There went a coach away as I. came in. Whose 
aas it? | 
ol Tra. A coach, fir ? alas Iam atraid; my fleſh trembles. 
au. At what, in your great maſter the devil's name? 
1 Ev here's my niece? | 
1 Tra. Sir, here came in one Mr. Widgin, the Lady Luck- 
1 ['s brother S qa. Well 1 
p Tra. Acquainted with the doctor, fir—— Su. Well, well. 


Tra. And he {aw her, ſir, but ſeem'd to depart, when 
e withdrew our ſelves to talk about the cure. 

Sa. Very well. While you were wisely talking about 
he cure, a Widgin flies away with the patient. Where's this 
octor? doctor, I fay. Doctor! he's run away too, my life 
on't. A meer plot, a conspiracy; tis ſo, directly, below 
here. I cannot ſee how it can be otherwise. | Enter Clerk. 
Paw you the doctor? 155 | 
Clerk. Yes, ſir, he went now forth at the watergate, and 

ook boat in haſte. . E 
Squ. Exceeding well: how came your discretion ac- 
quainted with this doctor? | 
Tra. Sir, he was reported to me by very good judgments, 
to be a rare practitioner. 

Squ. A moſt rare fellow, and does admirable tricks, by 
ſlight of heels. But I may perhaps out-run 'em Exit. 
| Tra. My purge works as Iwiſn'd, I am amus'd though 
at theflightof the doctor. But I have too many butineſles 
to entertain new thoughts. Exit. 

Enter Tride well, Fitchow. | 
Fit, May I believe it, good fir ? may I be ſo happy that 


el 


4 


my brother has her? | 
Tri. As have truth in me, I am moſt credibly told ſo. 
Marry the worſt is, her uncle is ſo mad at her escape, * 
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he never will give consent to the match, whereby her por- 
conwillbeles, © | 5 
Fit. Hang nim clod! my will ſhall be a portion ſufficient 

to my brother, I care not, though he give her not a penny, 
IO Mat has the wench. 
Tri. Make you no more doubt of that, than I do, madam, i 
who have upon the report of it already, prepar'd the learned 
of the civil-law,those that you nominated of your good ac- 
quaintance, and are forward to do you the beſt office, who 
have appointed to meet before the judge of the archdeacons 
court presently, whither I have promised to bring, and will 
attend you. . | | 

Fit. But the other fide muſt be ſummon'd to proceſs. 

Tri. Sir Philip hath warning already, madam, and with- 
out needleſs proceſs will be there before you, and wait your 
coming. So that my ſelf, and his ſervant, who have never 
been both absent from one of your companies, ſince your 
marriage, juſtly depoſing you never did the realleſt rite ot 
marriage, the bed office, madam; you both consenting, and 
deſir ing a divorce, it is inſtantly granted without any pro- 
ceed ings in law. So that all will be ended in three whispers, 
Ods pity, look who here is. 

Enter Squelch, to Fitchow. 

Squ. O are you here, my lady Luckleſs? 

Fit. Twas time you found me, ſir? you might have 
miſtaken my name else. For within this hour, I might have 
resum'd the ancient title ot your friend, and Awdery Fitchow. 

Squ, Show wow, where is my niece? 

Fit. Where are your wits, fir, you come upon me indeed! 
what niece? what's the matter? 

Squ. My niece Conſtance, that your brother Widgin ſtole 
from the doctor, and is lown away withal. But he muſt 
not think to escape fo; I may take him, and his duck too, 
in my decoy, before they be coupled, as ſure as your lady- 
ſhip, or your Fitchow-ſhip, and they think your ſelves. 

Fit. Sure the old gentleman is fallen mad. What hath hap- 
pend? |, 42 

Squ. The plot ſmells of your ladyſhip's policy; your la- 
dy ſhip's lily white fiſt is foul in the buſineſs. But I will have 

a bout at fiſticuffs in law with your ladyſhip : your great ac- 

„ | quain- 
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aintance, and alliance in the whatd'ye-call court Non ob- 
ate. Your power there muſt not carry it, my great lady. 
Pirectly it muſt not. | 
it. Vouare an uncivil realy companion, to upbraid an4 

vile me thus in my own house. | ; 
Ji. O good madam, hurt not your ſelf with anger, bet- 
r laugh it out. | | | 
Fit. He makes me forget my ſelf by his example. Sir, you 
re a commiſſioner of the peace, I take it. Does it become 
man of your place and grayity, to fly out in these extreams? 
ou ſpend too much breath in these loud notes, very hurt- 
ul to the lungs. If you will fall into a lower key, and ſpeak 
deaceably, I will answer you. n 
Squ. I pray you, forsooth, er ſweet madam, or what you 
please; where is my niece ? | 

Fit. Will you believe me, ſir? you may: for tis truth, as 
Ihave any; and before this worthy gentleman ; I never ſaw 
your niece in my lite; only I have heard ſhe is a pretty gen- 
tlewoman; likely to make a good match, for which | told 
my brother of her, and would have treated with you for her, 

ould I have ſpoken with you, as I wiſh'd by two or three 
meſſages, But whether my brother has got her, or where 
he, or ſhe is, of my own knowledge, I cannot ſay, directly. 
Squ. She mocks me to my face all this while. Well, good 
© vite, miſtreſs, madam — | 
8 Fit, Well, my Lord Inu-keeper's ſecond fon. Does your 
provender prick you? | | 

Squ. Prick, madam! I tell thee, thou thing, made upof 
ch ppings, broken beer, candle- ends, and ſifting of ſea- coal. 

Fit. Out, you curry- comb. 

: Tri. Forbear, ſweet lady, let him be mad by himself. 

' $98. I will be foreveng'd —— Fit. How, pray? 
, Squ. He had been better to have kill'd a man, raviih'd a 
virgin; nay, done the moſt dangerous contempt, that law 
could deviseto puniſh, than, if 1 takehim, to ſuffer under 
my reve Fit. Ha, ha, ha. 


Squ. vs muſter up my conſtables, and ſend out a privy 
ſearch immediately | Exit. 
= What think you of your brother's ſucceſs, now 
madam ? | 


E 4 Fit, 
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Fit. Much the better, that it vexes him ſo: ſcurvy foul 
, 5 
Tri. Look you now, madam. See who comes here. 
| Enter Widgin, Holdup, Howd'ye. ; 
Wid. Siſter, fall down and adore me for my great atchier.Y 
ment. Humphry, kneel down to her, that ſhe may dub the 
for thy ſervice. Never did the beſt nos d dogs, that eve 
were coach'd for their goodneſs, hunt more truly, tab ht 
more bravely, any carry away more cleanly, than we ha ht 
done this dainty piece of fleſh here. Siſter kiſs her, and 
better acquainted : ſhe is mine own fleſh, I'll uphold ir. 
Ji. She is a Holdup her ſelf, if I miſtake not her name 
Fit. Being your fleſh, brother, her neareſt affinity oi 
blood runs in my veins. Therefore with a ſiſter's love I en- 
brace you, and bid you welcome. 3 = 
Hold. Mine uncle will be right wood | fear me. But II 
ne ler regret for that, fir, while I have your love. BB 
Fit. I know it's ſhe, by her tongue, tho I never heard 
her before. Nor ever fear, tweet ſiſter, we ſhall be all friend 
Hold. T would be glad and *twere ſo. 
Mid. Siſter come hither. Now hear and admire my wit, 
as well as my fortune. Humphry, come and take thy ſnar 
of my ſiſter's wonder. LE SE "= 
How. I hope I per form'd my duty. 
Mid. Which we muſt not ſee unrewarded, ſiſter. 
Fit. No: I mean to give him my maid, and a hundred 
pounds with her, beſides all ſhe has about her. 
How. lam made for ever. I thank your languiſhing lady: 
Fit. Well faid, Howd'ye: for my ladyſhip is e'en at the alt 
gasp. Iam tobedivorc'd within this half hour. But your 
proceedings, brother? how did ſhe receive you at firſt ? 
Wid. Oat firſt, ſhe was the prettilieſt mad that e er you 
ſavv. You your ſelf cannot devise to be ſo mad as ſhe was. 
JJJJJö;̈v SIN: . 
Wid. And all for Sir Philip, ſhe would love none but Sit 
Philip, ſpeak to none but Sir Philip. I told her I was Sir Phil, 
(ah, God- a- mercy Humphry ; that was thy invention.) Then 
the little viper hung upon me, not to be ſhak'd off, till 8 
6ðvv ( 
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is d her marriage, and to father a child, which, in her di- 
action, ſhe conceited ſhe had by me. I promis d her any 
ing; ſo took her into an inner- room, to make all ſure, as 
ell within as without; and 1 fo Philipt ber- — 
i. Enough, brother, no more. I underſtand you. 
ii. But | muſt have more, and ſhall never have enough 
t. It paſſeth your underſtanding and mine too, the de- 
ht of it. [Sings.] O what a delight ſhe gave me. And how 
ht Jam after it. Heigh. My pretty ſweet rascal. 
it. Enough I ſay. | | | 
Wid. You do not love to hear on't, because you lack it. 
tyou ſhall hear the miracle it wrought, fir. The loſs of 
r maidenhead recoyer'd her wits. I made her right and 
Wight in an inſtant. And now ſhe loves me in my own 
rson; knows me fora Widgin, and will not give her Wat 
r the beſt Sir Philip of em all. And longs for nothing but 
Ne prieſt and bed-time. Ha my ſweeter and ſweeter. Aye, 
y governour's gone for a licence. | 
Fit. So, ha' you donenow ? 3 
Wid. Ill undertake— Pit. Yet again. 
Mid. That Humphry, and I, with the tricks and trinkets 
e have about us, will cure all the mad maids of her ſtan- 
Wing in the town. And Ido not think, but much may be 
Wottcn to profeſs it. „ 

Tri. You have made a large relation, Mr. Widgin, and a 
leasant, I doubt not. CT 
Mid. Oh ] could live and in this discourse, fir, 
Tri. Lady, do you think of the time? 
Fir. I will inſtantly along with you. Howd'ye, come you 
ith me. Brother, the ſearch hath paſt this house already. 
ou may go in with your {weet-heart, and ſtay here ſafely. 
o in, and keep close, till I ſend'to meet me at ſupper. 
Mid. In, and in, fiſter, and be close enough, fear not 
[ Ex it. 


Fit. Now, fir, when you please. 
Ji. Jam your ſervant lady [ Exit, 
Enter Trainwell and Vex'em. ; 
Pex, Miſtreſs, I will go no farther in this buſineſs, than 
you have limited me in your directions: twill be revenge 
nough for my disgrace to make him fee his error. 


— 
— 


— 


Tra. 
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Tra. Therefore be discreetand ſecret. The disguice if 
is in, I have told you. The place is this. At the door yol 
Mall leave me. The hour, {even a-clock, | | 


Vex. Miſtreſs, I will not watch more truly at midnig:MP”" 
than I will pray for you for this discovery. I will inſtanif - 
call my privyſearch guard, and catch a bird of juſtice, i ** 
thelime-twigsof his own warrant, . [ Exeu 5 

| Enter Nonſense and Beavis. 1 

Non. cannot ſpeak with Sir Paul then, it ſcems, to noi 
the reason why l am fopdoodled thus, in I proteſt and von 
a kind of fool's paradise. | h =” 

Bea. Good ir, bear your injury with a man's patiena ““ 
Sir Paul will not be long absent. And till he comes, “ 
miſtreſs intreats you (for your own good) to take his pa 3 
upon you, in giving entertainment to divers of his frienu 
Who are invited hither to a feaſt to- night. F 

Non. Ha' you any white-pots ? 10 

Bea. Much better meat, ſir. But here's the ftrangeneſ6 
it; and the only occaſion that requires your aid in the ent. 8 
tainment. This great ſupper, or feaſt (as | may propeiit 
call it) was appointed by Sir Paul himselt, the money to bij * 
the proviſion deliver d by his own hand, to his own ſervau “ 
the gueſt of his election; yet he, out of the multiplicity ali . 
croſs affairs, that have happen d this day, hath quite forgot 0 a 
that there was any ſuch preparation, or any ſuch meetiuMl ©" 
intended, as appears evidently by his absence. But my mt oy 
ſtreſs has got all the meat privately made ready at the nen 7 2 
house, on purpose that he ſhould ſee nothing 88 

Non. To try if he would forget it or no? 5 faq 

Bea. Right, fir, I have bidden all the gueſts: and exped 3 
them immediately. | wo 

Non. Put what muſt I fay to em? A 

Bea. Only falute em, bid em welcome; tell em, Sr = 
Paul was haſtily call'd forth on his majeſty's affairs; intel | on 
their patience till his return, which you know will be ve! "i 

| ſudden, although you know not where he is; and ſo for 
as occaſion ſerves. 9g 

| Enter Bulfinch and Clerk. 3 

Bul. Your maſter abroad, and not within, ſay you? 15 


Cle. Ves. But good ſir ſtay his coming, I pray you, 0 
his good. | | , By. 
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. I partiy apprehend you at full. Miſtreſs Trainwell 
inted me to come too, with all poſſible ſpeed. Mr. 
enſe, you are well apprehended. 
. Only ſalute em, bid em welcome, Tell 'em Sir 
vas haſtily call'd forth on his majeſty's affairs; intreat 
patience till his return, which you know will be very 
en, although you know not where he is. And fo forth, 
calion ſerves. 5 | 
. Love has made you a courtier, Mr. Nonſenſe. - 
n. No, I proteſt and vow. I do bur ſpeak as they ſay. 
ea. What have you ſaid, fir ? | | 
n. What you ſaid, I have an ill Verbatim else. 
. I faid but the meaning of what you ſhould ſay, and 
it in your own words, | 
n. No, fir. I will take your own words for this mat- 
| Bea. I am beholden to you. 
Te. Tam glad fortune has ſent one man of civil govern- 
tbeforethe roarers come. Here comes ſome of em al- 
dy. Ill down and look to the reſt of the house. | 
Enter Luckleſs, Conſtance diſgnis'd and maſqu d. 
c. Save you, fir. Are you the worſhipful of the house. 
. Iapprehend you, fir _— : 
| be, HOW, Bo. __ [ Draws. 
. Miſtake me not I beseech you. 1 apprehend you to 
WY ſome great ſtranger here: because you know the place 
ee than themaſter of it. | 
Luc, You donot mock me, fir ? 
Bea. Sir, this is one of the gueſts. 

Non. Only ſalute em. Bid em welcome 
ac. What's this? 3 
Non. Tell em Sir Paul was haſtily call'd forth on his 

ajeſty's affairs 

Luc, Is this a parrot or a magyy⸗ ? 
Non. Intreat Weir patience till his return, which you 
OW conc 

Luc. Do you know what you fay, fir ? | 

Now, Will be very ſudden, altho' you know not where 
Luc. If I did, I would not ſeek him here, ſir. 
Non. And ſo forth, as occaſion ſerves. 


Luc. 
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Luc. This is ſome inchanted place, and the peoples 
charm'd. I have miſtaken the houſe ſure. 
Enter Tridewell av Fitchow diſguis d and maſqu d. 

Tri. Where's this hoſpitable knight that invites ſtrangei 
I mean meer ſtrangers that he knows not. Show met 


ſalute him. th 
Luc. He will prove the greateſt ſtranger here him{cl; MI © 
think, for he is not at home, fir. I am a gueſtas youn nj 
and would be as glad toſee him. 50 8 
Ii. He does not mean to jeer us, does he? I 
Bea. I beseech you miſtakenot his purpose, ſir: wi 72 
is fair welcome, and good cheer to you all. Thereft Ia 
gentlemen and ladies, will it please you to entertain o . 
another a while. ¶ Enter Clerk with wine. ] Look ye, ha 
a glaſs of good wine. And before the reſt of the guel 5 
be come. Sir Paul will be here himſelf, 5 
"Loc. This . 5. 
Enter Anvil, Widgin, Holdup and Howd'ye diſguis d.. 
Bul. Al am a juſtice of peace, I cannot zpprehend, al 45 
yet methinks I do, what fort of people theſe gentlem Ar 
may be. See more! is fir Paul turn d ſwaggerer or er 
house abus d by his ſervants? I will not leave it, till ti z,, 
go out before me, like a goal delivery. They look like m 55, 
betwixt a reprieve and pardon: friend, are theſe Sir Pai 05 
. 7 PR == 
Bea. His protected friends, fir, Bul. Protected? Pu 
Bea. Ay, fir, There is a fraternity of them. The bu 5. 
ther's of the Protect. There's not a man of em, but has in. 
Mayor's, Sheriffs, Bayliffs, Serjeants at Mace, Marſhalsmu * 
Conſtables, and other his Majeſties Officers, in a comb ci © 
in his pocket. They are a generation that never eat buli 1 
parliament time, and now every table is fullof em. W- 
Bul. I ſhould wonder, what they did here else. Sel  c 
roaring doctor too, broke out o' the King's-Bench. #4 4 
| Enter Pate like Doctor. gent 
Pa. By your leave, gallauts. I perceive your compaſſ 3, 
is not yet full. Tri. Are you of the invited, fir? & 
Pa. It is not to be doubted, fir. Yet a voluntary. B 1. 
there are ſome without that are more than invited, yet com. 


againſt their wills, I. 
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uc. How mean you Mr. Doctor? | 
. Brought, fir, by a conſtable and officers, to be ex- 
in'd. Where's the jolly juſtice? 
Fri. What are they, can ye tell, fir ? 
Pg, A gentlewoman, and a Spaniard. 
luv. A Spamard, ha! | | 
a. Ay, aSpamard, ha: if you will have it fo: 
ac. Il you had but a juſtice among us to examine em, 
might paſs the time well, till Sir Paul came. 
Bea. Sir here is a juſtice, and for the ſame purpose too, 
ought we know, that ſhall not refuse to do it, and in 
Paul's gown and cap to. 8 . 
Luc. This is a witty fellow. | | 
Bea. Sir,you cannot do a more acceptable office for your 
end, than to execute his place in his abſence. Your au- 
ority makes you capable of it; and I do the rather per- 
ade it, because the gentlemen who you wisely ſuspect 
loose perſons, may ſee ſome example of juſtice; which 
ay prevent ſome present evil in their ſtay here. 
Bul. T apprehend you, friend. Give me the gown and 
air, and let the delinquents approach. Humph! humph ! 
ter Vex'em. Squelch like a Spaniard, Trainwelland Clerk. 
Luc. Tis a Spaniard indeed. : | 
Vex. An engliſh Spaniard, fir. And therefore the verier 
nave ? as will be prov'd I doubt not, to his ſhame, and my 
now in the common-wealth. By your worſhip's leave. 
Bul. What news bring you, Mr. Conſtable ? 
Vex. Spaniſh nevvs ſir. Will't please your worſhip to ex- 
ine the virtue of my warrant, and then these persons 
cordingly ? | 
qu. Very good! Iam brought before my ſelf to be ex- 
in d, and before a fine rabble too! how the devil broke 
s unknown nation into my house, or do not I miſtake it? 
ny foolery has led me into a fine predicament. I will not 
et disclose my ſelf : but look a little further towards the 
ent. : 
Bul, Are you a Spaniard, fir ? 
Squ. Such a one as you ſee, Signior. | 
Bul. Se Signior. He ſpeaks nothing but Spaniſh. The 
ueſtion will be how we ſhall underſtand this examinant. 
| | Sq. 
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And except it were the Black-Knight himself, or him y 
the Fiſtula, The propereſt man I have ſeen of your nati 


Which makes you linger here, after all your countryn 


And ] ſhall wonder therefore how you can ſpeak no Eng 


him. Peden dars vidne whee bis cregas. 


Middleſex, fear it not. 


it be not too old to learn. Therefore {et him by, and leti 
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Squ. Hey day! 
Bul. I do ice, ſignior, I thank the light, 
That you are a goodly man of outward parts, 


They are people of very ſpare diet, I have heard, and tit 
fore ſeldom fat. 5 | 

Sure you have had moſt of your breeding in this coun 

The diet whercot you like better than your own, 


upon ſome odd plots. 


Can you ſpeak no Ezgliſhatall, fir ? 
Squ. Alas, I have not been five days in the kingdom. 
Luc. This is excellent! | 
Tri. Aye, peace. You mar all if you laugh. 
Bul. Alas, what ſhall we do then? gentlemen, have: 

of you any Spaniſh, to help me to underſtand this ſtray 


ſtranger? Tri. Not a rial, fir, not I. bein 
Luc. Nor a rial's worth amongſt us of any language, Me m 
ſheer Engliſh. | 8 $qu 
Bul. What ſhire of our nation is next to Spain? peri 777 


he may underſtand that ſhire Engliſh, 
Tri. Devonſhire or Cornwall, ſir. 1 
Non. Never credit me, but | will ſpout ſome corniſh 


Squ. Am] transform'd utterly? is my language alt: 
with my apparel, or are you all mad? what unspeaki_ 
mzsery is this? | ” 
Bull. {ee we ſhall never underſtand,nor do good on hi 
till hebe inſtructed in the Engliſh tongue. 

Vex. And please your worſhipthe beſt univerſity fort 
purpose, will be Bridewell. T am acquainted with the i 
tutors there, Mr, Cleanmhip, Mr. Drilaſh, and divers otit 

Squ. You officious rascal are you mad? 

Vex. No ſuch matter, fir. But in my right mind a 


Bul. It muſt be ſo. His inſtruction weil colt little there, 


fall uponthe gentlewoman. 


Ve 
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ex. Oh, he's rarely vext. | 

zul. Now, gentlewoman, will it please you to be un- 

$qu'd? Tra. Yes, tir, look you, I dare ſhew my face. 

pul. Miſtreſs Trainwell, as] apprehend. 5 

Dmnes. Miſtreſs Trainwell. Squ. Trainwell! 

Ira. Even ſhe, gentlemen, as I will more circumſtan- 

ly reveal unto you presently, after a word or two with 
fellow prisoner, for which I crave your favour. 

Bul, With all my heart, ſo you can ſpeak Spaniſh, and 

ke him underſtand you. . 

Train. You ſee I am not the woman you took me for: 
one ordain'd for your greater good. If you will give me 

y present demand, I will turn all your disgrace into laugh- 

; make you of worthier cfteem now at this inſtant, than 
er you were, by the general approbation of these, and all 
at know you belide. Your niece too ſhall be reſtor d to 
dur own liking, and all fhall be as well as you can wiſh. 
therwise, if you have a mind to be everlaſtingly ſnam'd, 
being perpetually laught at, take your own course, I'll 
ke mine. . 

Squ. I am aſtoniſſid. What is your demand? 

Tra. Whereas your purpose was to make a whore. Make 
e your honeſt wife; no more. Be ſudden in your reſolve, 
will be naught else. 

Squ. Tam in a mischievous ſtreight then. Redime te 
tum. Thy wit deſerves my love. Il do't; here's my 
and and faith, I'll do't. Thou art mine, and 1 am thine, 
ſrectly. Tra. Then hark you, ſir. 

Tri. Sir, what will you ſay, if the gentlewoman convert 
be Spaniard, turn him a true Engliſh ſubject, and present 
im to you with the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy in 
Wis mouth presently? | 

Bul. I will ay, ſhe deserves for ever hereafter to hold her 
deace. | 

Tra. Now bear up, fir. Look confidently, and fay you 
Put on your disguise purposely to entertain disguis d gueſts. 
Come, avaunt with your picca de goat, and begin with the- 
uſtice here. | 
Su. Thou haſt made mea man for ever, and I will make 
thee a woman, directly. Gallants, ſave you. See here the 


If metamorphoſis, 
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I know you for all your disguises, „ pa entertal 


EF * — 6 * 
- * 


And bid you welcome, noble Sir Philip Luckleſs. 


able to your name, Mr. Tridewell. 


for which I thank your worſhip, I kiſs d Newgate. Bu 
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metamorphoſis, that means to metamorphose you all. Al 


you in your kind. Onmnes. Sir Paul Squelch! 
Squ. Firſt out of you, my usurper, and moſt unſtart 
cal juſtice, hose office is your trade, and cler k your pret 
tice, | will draw a man of little or no moment, yet ny 
friend, and Mr. Bulfinch, out of the chair of juſtice : thi 
may prognoſticate the putting of my ſelf, or of may 
others out of commiſſion within these few years; thou 
Iam no prophet. Dol ſpeak Engliſh now ? do I knoy 
you now, or you me ? ES 3 
Bul. Queſtionleſs, we ſhould know one another, $ 
Paul: or else one of us two were both very ignorant. 
Squ. To proceed in my metamorphoſis. I will chany 
you, molt contus'd roarer, into an accompliſh'd knigit 


Luc. Ilike the change well, and thank you, fir. 
Squ. Next, fir, of your roarer, or jeerer, or whatſoen 
you are, I will make a compleat gentleman, moſt answer 


Tri. Very well, fir. | 

Squ. But out of you, Mr. Doctor, I will pick a certanf 
knave. Whereis my niece, ſirrah? ——̃ 

Pate. Which of your neice, ſir? | 

Squ. Have I ſo many, fir? I mean my only one, Co 
ſtance, find her me, or I will tranſlate you out of an Æſa 
lapian cock, into a Newgate bird immediately: 

Wid. Sir, if you will metamorphoſe me out of abatci 
lor, into a bridegroom, Fll ſhow you your neice. 

Squ. This my niece? 5 | 
Vex. O have I found you, miſtreſs? fir, this is the get 
tlewoman J brought before your worſhip to-day. 

Sqis. Hold thy peace; art in thy right mind? 
Vex. As lam in myright mind and Middleſex, it isſhd 
fir. Thad not matter enough then to lay to her charge 


now I have, fir ; ſhe has left a child upon our pariſh, Ia 
{ure got by an unknown father; and has been a loose live 
both at Duke Humphrys, and moſt of the wink d- at- hous 
abour the town these tour years: which I can ſufficient) 
prove. | Sg 
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Sau. Hold thy peace, knave. Tl put these plumbs if 
CE ark che. oy | 15 ive him gold. 
Hold. Sir, my child ſhall trouble your pariſh no longer, 
re is a father, my trothplight husband, ſufficient to keep 
and me, wilt thou not, duck ? SE 
TE i. Duck ? my name is Widgis, you miſtake the man 


re. | 
Hold. Sure I don't. Thisgentleman, this gentlewoman, 
0 * truſty ſervant of ours, are my witneſſes, I am your 
ife, far. . | 
id. O I am undore, quite caſt away. Sifter, help me 
ow with your law-wit, or I periſh for ever. 
Fit. This is not to be endur d: cheating, and vile abuse. 
his contract cannot be lawful: one person miſtaken for 
other, a lawful impediment to be divorc'd for, tho' they 
ere marrried. | FN | 
Tri. It might do well, if (as he confeſſes himself) he 
d not made all too ſure, as well within as without. 
$qu. Sir Philip, while they wrangle out their cause, let 
agree: find you but the means to make herlawfully your 
te, and here take her with my faithful promise, of the 
. Wal half of my eſtate 8 N 
Luc, Sir Paul, I thank you. 
Fit, 1 ſay this is no lawful contract: and though we are 
ally divorc'd, yet neither he nor I, may lawfully marry, 
tile we both live, having been lawfully married. And 
you can disprove that, fir, II forbid your banes, good 
Philip, and lay your hopes a ee Friendly Mr. 
dewell; for your love in manging this buſineſs. 
Tri. Lady give me leave, if I have ſtrain d a point of 
tendſhip, it was your love gave the ſtrength to my wit. 
fit, My love? | „ | 
Tri. Your love indeed ms; & Which (and which Cupid 
don me for) now that I ſceI may enjoy, Iam not ſo 
gerly taken with; yet if you will. | | 
Fit. Sir, you cannot enjoy me, nor he her, unleſs you can 
prove the lawfulneſs of our former marriage. 
In. To clear that point, do you know the miniſter? 
*. 'Tis not ſo long _ but | can remember his ow. 
Mo 
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Tri. Then to continue Sir Paul's metamorphoſis ; I'lldray 

him out of this doctor. Is not this he? 

. I iſcovers Pateliłe a parſe, 

a: It is. But is not he alawful miniſter ? I would know 
that. „ = 

Pa. To clear that doubt, there lies my order of prieſthood, 

Omne s. Who, Oliver [Throws off his diſguiſ. Vi 

Pa. Even he, the parſon No-Church, and this my patron 
whom I muſt beſeech, together with the whole company, 
to preſerve me out of the high commiſſion; for look you 
here is again your licence. . 

Fit. Would you do this, Mr. Tridewell? 

Tri. Faith I foreſaw an untowardneſs in the match 
which if you repent the breach of, there's your licence; 
and the way to church lies before you. 

Fit. No, fir. Firſt get my brother free of his contract, 
and then a licence with your own name, and I'll wait ot 
you to church, as ſoon as you will. 55 

Tri. O that's done already. What are you agreed? 

Wid, Moſt e fir. Siſter all's well again. I hare 
given her a hundred pound to relinquiſh her right in me, 
Which afore all these witneſſes you do; do you not? 

Hol. Yes, moſt freely. | „FF 

Wid. Well then, I will not forswear to marry : but 
ever 1 ſteal a wife again, let her be a witch, and may I bum 
with her tor company, Governour, thou art out of coun 
tenance, and thou too, honeſt Humphry, methinks. Come 
bear up, I forgiye. Twas your errors, not malice. 

How. Sir, for my part, Ill take my corporal oath — 

Wid. It ſhall not need, good Humphry. 

Anv, And for me, fir- — „„ 

Mid. Nay, I dare not but believe thee before thou ſpeakel 
governour: therefore prithee let's not talk on' t our ſe)ve 
but quietly and preſently begin our travels, that we m 
hear no body elſe talk on't. 75 | 
$44. Gentlemen and ladies, I ſee you all at peace ſo wel 
hes i wiſh no further content to any, except Mr. Nonſ 

wn; F pos os 
Non. Never credit me, but I have had ſport enough o cot 
ſcience, and if I do not make a ſtage play ont hen wy 
BY : | | e Inte 


- 
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to 328 : I proteſt and vow, then ſay there was Non 

ſe in this. | 
þ . I am glad you conclude ſo friendly with the reſt, 

| * unquietneſs will be in the kitchen preſently. 

your meat ſtay for you, gallants. [ Knock within. 

was time to ſpeak, They knock at dreſſer already. 

Vill ye walk in? | 1 | 


wu are all welcome: and I wiſh each gueſt, 
As merry, as our Northern Laſſes Feaſt. 
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Spoken by Miſtreſs 


| W Hen this old play firſt came upon the ſtage, 
Lou ſee, twas, e en libe nom, a whoring age; 
And your forefathers, in thoſe grandam days, 1 
Liv d much like you for wit and virtuè's praiſe. 
Wherefore I mean t adviſe you all to-night, 
Give good attention, ſparks; and profit by't. 
Fve long obſerv'd, with mighty grief of mind, 
You're like my knight, to widows much inclin d: 
They're grown a common vice, matchmakersſell'en, 
'Ugly or old, ſome buy em, others ſteal em. 
Conſider but a youth well made, well bred, 
Much in his veins, tho little in his head, 
Shou d quit delight, yet hardlywell enjoy d, 
Shou d be ſo ſoon with love's ſweet Manna cloy d. 
And on that nauſeous bis # widow venture, 
That rank Egyprian fleſh-pot, with a jointure. 
A widow; what sa widow? let me ſee, WERE, 
Nor hing /6 like a ſapleſs hollow tree; 
And thus the parallel moſt aptly holds, 8 
The ſcreech owl's in her branches when ſhe ſcolds: 
Who weds her, lives a priſoner in a tomb, | 
Decay d, diſquiet and ill jmell his doom ; 
He's haunted all the day with jealous ſprits, 
Ad horrid due benevolence anights. 
Ihe poor endeav'ring creature does his beſt, 
And very rarely has a moment's reſt ; 
8 Yet the foul fienu, as greedy as before, 
- * - Still with mſatiatefury yells out more. 
| | Which curſe light on you all for your deceiving, 
' While we poor younglings are too much believing, 
And he who next wrongs a kind yielding maid 
Too apt by ſpecious oaths to be betray d, 


7 
In recompenſe for ſpoils ſo baſely got, 
That bos mite pit, 4 Wide; be his lot. 
ING 
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